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To the HonoURABLE 


HOUSE of COMMONS. 


erciſed your patience, Worthy Senators, was not to 


* E ſcope of this Sermon, which not long ſince ex- 


contend for this or that opinion; but only to per- 
ſuade men to the life of Chriſt, as the pith and kernel of all 
religion. Without which, I may boldly ſay, all the ſeveral 
forms of religion in the world, tho' we pleaſe ourſelves never 
ſo much in them, are but ſo many ſeveral dreams. And thoſe 
many opinions about religion, that are every where ſo eager- 
ly contended for on all ſides, where this doth not lie at the 
bottom, are but ſo many ſhadows fighting with one another : 


ſo that J may well ſay of the true Chriſtian, that is indeed 


poſſeſſed of the life of Chriſtianity, in oppoſition to all thoſe 
that are but lightly tinctured with the opinions of it, in the 
language of the Poet, | | 
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Wherefore I could not think any thing elſe, either more ne- 
eeſſary for Chriſtians in general, or more ſeaſonable at this 
time, than to ſtir them up to the real eſtabliſhment of the righ- | 
teouſneſs of God in their hearts, and that participation of the 
divine nature, which the Apoſtle ſpeaketh of. That ſo they 
mignht not content themſelves with mere fancies and conceits 
of Chriſt, without the Spirit of Chriſt really dwelling in them, 


and Chriſt himſelf inwardly formed in their hearts. Nor ſatisfy 
themſelves with the mere holding of right and orthodox opini- 
ons, as they conceive ;z whilſt they are utterly devoid within of 


that divine life, which Chriſt came to kindle in mens ſouls ; 


and therefore are ſo apt to ſpend all their zeal upon a violent 


obtruding of their own opinions and apprehenſions upon others, 


which cannot give entertainment to them : which, befides its 


repugnancy to the doctrine and example of Chriſt himſelf, is 


like to be the bellows, that will blow a perpetual fire of diſ- 


cord and contention in Chriſtian commonwealths ; whilſt, in 
the mean time, theſe hungry and ſtarved opinions devour all 
„ | the 
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iv DEDICAT ION to the 


the life and ſubſtance of religion, as the lean kine in Pharaoh's 


dream did eat up the fat. Nor, laſtly, pleaſe themſelves on- 
ly in the violent oppoſing of other mens ſuperſtitions, accord- 


ing to the genius of the-preſent times, without ſubſtituting in 
the room of them an inward principle of ſpirit and life in their 
own ſouls. For I fear many of us, that pull down idols in 
churches, may ſet them up in our hearts ; and whilſt we quar- 
rel with painted glaſs, make no ſcruple at all of entertaining 


many foul luſts in our ſouls, and committing continual idola- 


try with them. 


This, in general, was the deſign of this following diſcourſe, 


which you were pleaſed, noble Senators, not only to expreſs 


your good acceptance of, but alſo to give a real ſignification of 


Four great undeſerved favour to the author of it. Who there- 
fore cannot but, as the leaſt expreſſion of his thankfulneſs, 
humbly devote it to you; preſenting it here again to your 


eye in the ſame form, in which it was delivered to your ear. 


Deſirous of nothing more, than that it might be ſome way 
_ uſeful to you, to kindle in you the life and heat of that, which 

is endeavoured here to be deſcribed upon paper, that you 
may expreſs it, both in your private converſations, and like- 
wiſe in all your publick employments for the commonwealth. 


That you may, by your kindly influence, effectually encou- 


rage all goodneſs; and by virtue of your power and authori- 
ty (to uſe the phraſe of Solomon) *©* ſcatter away all evil 
“ with your eye,“ as the ſun by his beams ſcattereth the 
miſts and vapours. That from you, “judgment may run 
be down like waters, and righteouſneſs like a mighty ſtream, 
to refreſh this whole land, that thirſteth after them: which, 
- whilſt you diſtribute them plentifully to others, will beſtow 
both ſtrength and honour to yourſelves. For juſtice and righ- 


teouſneſs are rhe eſtabliſhment of every throne, of all civil 
power and authority; and if theſe ſhould once forſake it, 
though there be lions to ſupport it, it could not ſtand long. 
Theſe, together with a good peace, well ſettled in a com- 


mon- wealth, are all the outward felicity we can expect, till 
that happy time come, which the Prophet foretelleth, and is 

therefore more than a Platonical idea; when ** the wolf ſhall. 
_ Ff dwell with the lamb, and the leopard ſhall lie down with 


ff the kid, and the calf, and the young lion, and the fatling 


1 . N and a little child lead them: when the ſuckin 
7 


*f child ſhall play on the hole of the aſp, and the weaned chile 


hall put his hand on the cockatrice den: when they ſhall 
% Te os 5 not 


1 Honourable Houst of ComMons, v 


q 4 not hurt nor deſtroy in all God's holy mountain ; for the 
3 c earth ſhall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the 


« waters cover the ſea.” - A „ 
I have but one word more, if you pleaſe to give me leave; 
That after your care for the advancement of religion, and 
the publick good of the commonwealth, you would think it 
worthy of you to promote ingenuous learning, and cait a fa- 
vourable influence upon it. I mean not that only which fur- 
niſheth the pulpit, which you ſeem to be very regardful of; 
but that, which is more remote from ſuch popular uſe, in the 
ſeveral kinds of it, which yet are all of them both very ſub- 
ſervient to religion, and uſeful to the commonwealth. There 
is indeeed a beodorardar, as the philoſopher tells us, a S2 
ftardly kind of literature, and a bevdorvpues Vb, as the A- 
poſtle inſtructeth us, a &nowledge falſly fo called; which de- 


r 
5 * — — — 


FLO EDS, 


— 


ſerve not to be pleaded for, But the noble and generous im- A 
provement of our underſtanding faculty, in the true contem- iN 
plation of the wiſdom, goodneſs, and other attributes of God, | 
in this great fabrick of the univerſe, cannot eaſily be diſpa- # 
raged, without a blemiſh caſt upon the Maker of it. Doubt- bl 


leſs, we may as well enjoy that, which God hath communica- 
ted of himſelf to the creatures, by this larger faculty of our 
underſtandings, as by thoſe narrow and low faculties of our 
| ſenſes; and yet no-body counts it to be unlawful to hear a 
leſſon played upon the lute, or to ſmell at a roſe. And theſe 
raiſed improvements of our natural underſtandings may be as 
well ſubſervient, and ſubordinate to a divine light in our minds, 
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as the natural uſe of theſe outward creatures here below to the — 

life of God in our hearts. Nay, all true knowledge doth of = 

itſelf naturally tend to God, who is the fountain of it, and i 

| would ever be raiſing of our ſouls up upon its wings thither, 5 i 

4 did not we xartyer tr admin, detain it, and hold it down, 
„ in unrighteouſneſ5, as the Apoſtle ſpeaxeth. All philoſophy „„ 1 
3 to a wiſe man, to a truly ſanctified mind, as he in Plutarch Po | 
2} Afpeaketh, is but un Tig Ogonoyiag, matter for divinity to | 
8 work upon. Religion is the queen of all thoſe inward endow- : 


ments of the ſoul ; and all pure natural knowledge, all virgin 
and undeflowered arts and ſciences, are her handmaids, that 
riſe up, and call her bleſſed. « I need not tell you, how much 
the ſkill of tongues and languages, beſides the excellent uſe of 
all philology in general, conduceth to the right underſtand- 


ing of the letter of ſacred writings, on which the ſpiritual no- | 1 
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| 


* 
1 
1; 
4 
* 
1 
\ 


U— — — R — — — <7, 


Vi DEDICATION. 


tions mult be built ; for none can poſſibly be ignorant of that, 
which have but once heard of a tranſlation of the Bible. 
The Apoſtle exhorteth private Chriſtians to © whatſoever 


* things are lovely, whatſoever things are of good report, if 
se there be any virtue, if there be any praiſe, to think on thoſe 


« things: and therefore it may well become you, noble 


Gentlemen, in your publick ſphere, to encourage ſo noble a 
thing as knowledge is, which will reflect ſo much luſtre and 
| honour back upon yourſelves. , That God would direct you 
in all your counſels, and ſtill bleſs you, and proſper you in 
all your ſincere endeavours for the publick good, is the hear- 
ty prayer of 5 N „ 


Your moſt humble Servant, 


Ratyn CupworTH. 


Die Mercurii ultimo Martii, 1647. 


kind uſually have had. 


: H. Eliygne, Cler Parl, D. Com. 


Raered by the Commons aſſembled in Parliament : That 
Sir Henry Mildmay, do from this Houſe give thanks unto 

Mr. Cudworth, for the great pains he took, in the Sermon he 
preached on this day at Margarets Weſtminſter, before the 

| Houſe of Commons (it being a day of Public Humiliation ) 
and that he do deſire him to print his Sermon. M herein he is 
to have the like Privilege in printing thereof, as others in like 
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And hereby we do know that we know him, 


if we keep his commandments. He that 


faith, I know him, and keepeth not his com. 
 mandments, is a liar, and the truth 1s not in 


= V E have much enquiry concerning know. 

VNV œledge in theſe latter times. The ſons of 
Adam are now as buſie as ever himſelf was, a- 
bout the tree of knowledge of good and evil, ſhak- 
ing the boughs of it, and ſcrambling for the 
fruit: whileſt, T fear, many are too unmindfull 
of the tree of ife. And though there be now 
no Cherubims with their flaming ſwords, to fright 


men off from it; yet the way that leads to it 


ſeems to be ſolitary and untroden, as if there 
were but few that had any mind to taſte of the 
fruit of it. There be many, that ſpeak of new 
_ glimpſes, and diſcoveries of Truth, of dawn- 
ings of goſpel-light; and no queſtion, but God 
hath reſerved much of this for the very even- 


ing and ſun-fet of the World, for in the latter 
days knowledge ſhall be increaſed: but yet T 


wiſh we could in the mean time ſee that day to 


dawn, which the apoſtle ſpeaks of, and that day- 


ſtarre to ariſe in Mens hearts, I wiſh whileſt 
we talk of light, and diſpute about truth, we 


could walk more as children of the light. Where: 


as if S. Johns rule be good here in the text, 
that no man truly knows Chriſt, but he that Keep- 
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e es 
eth his commandments; it is much to be ſuſpec- 
ted, that many of us, which pretend to light, 
have a thick and gloomy darkneſs within 0- 
 ver-ſpreading our ſouls. There be now many 
large Volumes and Diſcourſes written concer- 
ning Chriſt, thouſands of Controverſies diſcuſſed, 
infinite problems determined concerning his di- 
vinity, humanity, union of both together; and 
What not? ſo that our bookiſh Chriſtians, that 
have all their religion in writings and papers, 
think they are now compleatly furniſhed with all 
kind of knowledge concerning Chriſt; and when 
they ſee all their leaves lying about them, they 
think they have a goodly ſtock of knowledge 
and truth, and cannot poſſibly miſſe of the way 
to heaven; as if religion were nothing but a 
little book-craft, a mere paper, ſtill. But if S. 
Johns rule here be good, we muſt not judge of 
our knowing of Chriſt, by our {kill in books and 
papers, but by our keeping of his command- 
ments. And that I fear will diſcover many of us 
(notwithſtanding all this light which we boaſt of 
round about us) to have nothing but Egyptian 
_ darkneſs within upon our hearts. The vulgar 
ſort think that they know Chriſt enough, out of 
their Creeds and Catechiſms, and Confeſſions 
of Faith: and if they have but a little acquain- | 
ted themſelves with theſe, and like parrets con- 
ned the words of them, they doubt not but that 
they are ſufficiently inſtructed in all the Myſte- 
ries of the kingdome of heaven. Many of the 
more learned, if they can but wrangle and diſ- 
pute about Chriſt, imagine themſelves to be 
grown great proficients in the ſchool of Chriſt, 
The greateſt part of the world, whether learned 
„ or 
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or unlearned, think, that there is no need of pur- 


ging and purifying of their hearts, for the right 


knowledge of Chriſt and his goſpel; but though 


their lives be never ſo wicked, their hearts ne- 
ver fo foul within, yet they may know Chirſt 
ſuffficiently out of their treatiſes and diſcourſes,out 
of their mere ſyſtems and bodies of divinity; 
which I deny not to be uſefull in a ſubordinate 
way: although our Saviour preſcribeth his diſct- | 
ples another merhod, to come to the right know- 
ledge of divine truths, by doing of Gods will; 
he that will do my Fathers will (faith he) ſhall 
know of the doctrine whether it be of God, He 
is a true Chriſtian indeed, not he that is only 
book-taught,but he that is God-taught; he that hath 
an Uuction from the holy one (as our apoſtle calleth 
it) that teacheth him all things; he that hath the 
ſpirit of Chriſt within him, that ſearcheth out the 
deep things of God: for as no man knoweth the 
things of a man, ſave the ſpirit of man which ts 
in him, even ſo the things of God fnoꝛueth no man 
but the ſpirit of God, Inke and paper can ne- 
ver make us Chriſtians, can never beget a new 
nature, a living principle in us; can never form 
Chriſt, or any true notions of {piritual things in 
our hearts. The goſpel, that new law which 
Chriſt delivered to the World, it is not merely a 
letter without us, but a quicknins ſpirit within 
As. Cold theorems and maximes,dry and jejune 
'3 diſputes, lean ſyllogiſtical reaſonings, could ne- 
| ver yet of themſelves beget the leaſt glympſe of 
true heavenly light, the leaſt ſap of ſaving know- 
ledge in any heart. All this is but the groping 


of the poore dark ſpirit of man after truth, to 


find it out with his own endeavours, and fecl it 
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with his own cold 2s benummed hands, Words 
and ſyllables which are but dead things, cannot 


poſſibly convey the living notions of heavenly 
truths to us. The ſecret myſteries of a divine 
life, of a new nature, of Chriſt formed in our 
| hear ts; they cannot be written or ſpoken, lan- 


guage and expreſſions cannot reach them; nei- 


ther can they ever be truly underſtood, except 
the ſoul it {elf be kindled from within, and a- 
wakened into the life of them. A painter that 
would draw a roſe, though he may flouriſh ſome. 
likeneſs of it in figure and colour, yet he can 
never paint the ſent and fragrancy ; or if he 
would draw a flame, he cannot put a conſtant 
heit intohis colours; he cannot make his pincil 
drop a Sound, as the echo in the epigramme 


mocks at him. —— vis ſimilem pingere, pin. 


ge ſouum, All the {kill of cunning artizans and 
mcchanicks, cannot put a principle of life into 
a ſtatue of their own making. Neither are we a- 


ble to encloſe in words and letters, the life, * 


and eſſence of any ſpiritual truths; and as 
were to incorporate it in them. Some Philoſo- 
phers have determined, that +75 is not ddexrin, 
vertue cannnot be taught by any certain rules 
or precepts. Men and books may propound ſome 
directions io us, that may ſet us in ſuch a way of 
life and practice, as in which we ſhall at laſt find 
It within our ſelves, and be experimentally ac- 
quainted with it: but they cannot teach it us like 
a mechanick art or trade, No ſurely, there is a 


dpiriti in man: and the inſpiration of the Almighty 


giveth this underſtanding. But we ſhall not meet 
with this ſpirit any where, but in the way of o- 


bete nce: the wowee ge of Chriſt, and the Keep- 
ing 
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ing of his commandments, muſt always go to- 


gether, and be mutuall cauſes of one another, 


Hereby we now that we bow bin, if we 

keep his commandments. 

He that ſayeth, I know him, and keepeth not 
his commandments, is a bar, and the truth is 
not in him. 

I come now unto theſe —_ enden 


which are ſo pregnant, that I ſhall not need to 
force out any thing at all from them: 1 ſhall 
therefore only take notice of ſome few obſerva- 
tions, which drop from them of their own accord, 


and then conclude with ſome application of chem 


to our ſelves. 


Firſt then, If this be the right way and me- 


thod of diſcovering our knowledge of Chriſt, by 


our keeping of his commandments ; then we may 


ſafely draw concluſions concerning our ſtate and 


condition, from the conformity of our lives to the 


will of Chriſt, Would we know whether we 
know Chriſt aright, let us conſider whether the 
life of Chrift be in us. Oui non habet vitam 
_ Chriſti, Chriſtum non habet ; he that hath not 


the life of Chriſt in him, he hath nothing but the 


name, nothing but a phanſie of Chriſt, he hath 


not the ſubſtance of him. He that builds his 
houſe upon this foundation; not an airy notion of 


Chriſt ſwimming in his brain, but Chriſt really 
dwelling and living in his heart; as our Saviour 


himſelf witneſſeth, he buildeth his houſe upon a 


rock,; and when floods come, and winds blow, 


and the rain deſcends, and dente upon it, it ſhall 
ſtand impregnably. But he that bode all his 


comfort upon an ungrounded perſwaſion, that 


God ; 
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God from all eternity hath loved him, and ab- 
ſolutely decreed him to life and happineſs, and 
ſeeketh not for God really dwelling in his ſoul; 

he builds his houſe upon a quickſand, and it 
mall ſuddenly fink and be ſwallowed up: his 
hope ſhall be cut off, and his truſt ſhall be a 
ſpiders web ; he ſhall lean upon his houſe, but it 
: 2 not ſtand, he ſhall hold it faſt but it ſhall not 
endure, We are no where commanded to pry 
into theſe ſecrets, but the wholſom counſell and 
advice given us, is this; to make our calling and 
election ſure, We have no warrent in Scripture, 
to peep into theſe hidden rolls and volumes of 


eternity, and to make it our firſt thing that we do 
when we come to Chriſt, to ſpell out our names 


in the ſtarres, and to perſwade our ſelves that we 
are certainly elected to everlaſting happineſſe; 
before we ſee the image of God, in righteouſ- 


neſſe and true holineſſe, ſhaped in our hearts. 


Gods everlaſting decree, is too dazeling and 
bright an object for us at firſt to ſet our eye u- 
pon: it is far eaſier and ſafer for us to look u- 


pon the rates of his goodneſſe and holineſſe as 
they are reflefted in our own hearts; and there 


to read the mild and gentle characters of Gods 


love to us, in our love to him, and our heart 


compliance with his heavenly will: as it is ſafer 
for us if we would ſee the ſun, to look upon it 
here below in a pale of water; then to caſt u 


our daring eyes upon the body of the ſun it ſelf, 


Vhich is too radiant and ſcorching for us. The 
beſt aſſurance that any one can have of his inte- 
reſt in God, is doubtleſſe the conformity of his 
ſoul to him. Thoſe divine purpoſes, whatſoe- 
ver they be, are altogether unſearchable * un- 
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knowable by us; they lie wrapt in everlaſting 


darkneſſe, and covered in a deep abyſſe; who is 
able to fathom the bottome of them ? let us not 


therefore make this our firſt attempt towards God 


and religion, to perſwade our ſelves ſtrongly of 


theſe everlaſting decrees : for if at our firſt flight 
we aim ſo high, we ſhall haply but ſcorch our 
wings, and be ſtruck back with lightning, as 
thoſe giants of old were, that would needs at- 
tempt to invade and aſſault heaven. And it is 
indeed a moſt Giganticall eſſay, to thruſt our 
ſelves ſo boldly into the lap of heaven; it is the 
| prank of a Nimrod, of a mighty hunter thus 
rudely to deal with God, and to force heaven 
and happineſſe before his face whether he will 
or no. The way to obtain a good aſſurance in- 
deed of our title to heaven, is not to clamber up 
to it, by a ladder of our own ungrounded per- 
ſwaſions; but to dig as low as hell by humility 


and ſelf-denyall in our own hearts: and though 


this may ſeem to be the furtheſt way about, yet 
it is indeed the neareſt, and ſafeſt way to it. We 

mult arab vey K LT and xarTab e al, as the greck 
epigramme ſpeaks, aſcend downward,and deſcend 


upward ; if we would indeed come to heaven, 


or ger any true perlwaſion of our title to it. The 
moſt gallant and triumphant confidence of a Chri- 
ſtian, riſeth ſafely and ſurely upon this low foun- 
dation, that lies deep under ground; and there 
ſtands firmly and ſtedfaſtly. When our heart 
Is once tuned into a conformity with the word 
of God, when we feel our will, perfectly to con- 


curre with his will, we ſhall then preſently per- 
ceive a ſpirit of adoption within our ſelves, teach- 


ing us to cry Abba, Father, We ſhall not then 
8 care 
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care for peeping into thoſe hidden records of e 
ternity, to ſee whether our names be written : 
there in golden characters: no, we ſhall find a 
copy of Gods thoughts concerning us, written 
, In our own breaſts. Thete we may read the 
Characters of his favour to us; there we may 
feel an inward ſenſe of his love to us, flowing 
i out of our hearty and unfained love to him. And 
| [1 RE we ſhall be more undoubtedly peſwaded of it, 
wi - then if any of thoſe winged watchmen above, _ 
1178 ttat are privie to heavens ſecrets, ſhould cone 


to tell us; that they ſaw our names enrolled in 
| thoſe Volumes of eternity. Whereas on the con- 
trary ; though we ſtrive to perſwade our ſelves 
never ſo confidently, that God from all eterni- 
mn ty hath loved us, and elected us to life and ha- 
_— pineſſe; if we do yet, in the mean time, entertain ; 
1% any iniquity within our hearts, and willingly — 
cloſe with any luſt ; do what we can, we ſhall 
find many a cold qualm ever now and then ſeiz. 
| -Ing upon us at approaching dangers; and when 2 
| death it ſelf ſhall grimly look us in the face, ve 
| mall feel our hearts even to die within us, and 
— 1 Ea. our ſpirits quite faint away, though we ſtrive 
14 to raiſe them and recover them never ſo much, 
1138 with the ſtrong waters and aqua vitae of our ow 
I | ungrounded preſumptions. The leaſt inward luſt 
14 | willingly continued in, will be like a worm, 
| 


fretting the gourd of our jolly confidence, and 
preſumptuous perſwaſion of Gods love, and al- 
way gnawing at the root of it: and though we 
ſtrive to keep it alive, and continually beſprinkle 
it with ſome dews of our own; yet it will always 
be dying and withering in our boſomes. But 
a good conſcience within, will be always better 
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to a Chriſtian, then health to his nayell, and mar- 
ro to his bones; it will be an everlaſting cordi- 
al to his heart: it will be ſofter to him than a 
bed of down, and he may ſleep ſecurely upon 


it, in the midſt of raging and tempeſtuous ſeas ; 


when the winds bluſter, and the waves beat 
round about him. A good conſcience, is the 
beſt looking glaſſe of heaven; in which the ſoul 
may ſee Gods thoughts and purpoſes concerning 
it, as ſo many ſhining ſtarres reflected to it. Here- 
by we know that we know Chriſt, hereby we 
know that Chriſt loves us, if we keep his com- 
mandments. . 


_ Secondly, if hereby onely we know that we 
know Chriſt, by our keeping his commandments; 
then the knowledge of Chriſt doeth not conſiſt 


merely in a few barren notions, in a form of cer- 


tain dry and ſapleſſe opinions. Chriſt came not 
into the world to fill our heads with mere ſpecu- 


lations ; to kindle a fire of wrangling and con- 


tentious diſpute amongſt us, and to warm our 
ſpirits againſt one another with nothing but an- 

ery and peeviſh debates, whilſt in the mean time 

our hearts remain all ice within towards God, 


and have not the leaſt ſpark of true heavenly fire 


to melt and thaw them. Chriſt came not to poſ- 
feſſe our brains onely with ſome cold opinions, 


that ſend down nothing but a freezing and be- 
numming influence upon our hearts, Chriſt was 
vitae magiſter, not Scholae: and he is the beſt 
Chriſtian, whoſe heart beats with the trueſt pulſe 
towards heaven; not he whoſe head ſpinneth 
out the fineſt cobwebs. He that endeavours re- 


ally to mortifie his luſts, and to comply with | 
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that truth in his life, which his conſcience i is con- 
vinced of; is nearer a Chriſtian, though he ne- 


; ver heard of Chriſt; then he that believes all the 
vulgar articles of the Chriſtian faith, and plain- 


ly denyeth Chriſt in his life. Surely the way 
to heaven that Chriſt hath taught us, is plain and 
caſie, if we have bur honeſt hearts: we need not 
many criticiſms, many ſchool-diſtin&tions, to 
core to a right underſtanding of it. Surely, Chriſt 


came not to enſnare us and entangle us with cap- _ 
tious niceties, or to puzzle our heads with deep 
ſpeculations, and lead us through hard and crag- 
gie notions into the kingdom of heaven. I per- 
ſwade my ſelf, that no man ſhall ever be kept 
cout of heaven, for not comprehending myſteries 
that were beyond the reach of his ſhallow un- 


erſtanding; if he had but an honeſt and good 
heart, that was ready to comply with Chriſts 
commandments. Say not in thine heart, who ſhall 
aſcend into heaven that is with high ſpeculati- 


ons to bring down Chriſt from thence: or, who 
Shall deſcend into the aby beneath? that is with 


deep ſearching thoughts to fetch up Chriſt fr om 


thence: but lo, the word is nigh thee, even in 
thy mouth, and in thy heart, But J wiſh, it were 


not the diſtemper of our times, to {care and fright 


men onely with opinions, and make them one!) 
ſolicitous about the entertaining of this and that 


ſpeculation, which will not render them an 
ins the better in their lives, or the liker unto 


God; whilſt in the mean time there is no ſuch care 


taken about keeping of Chriſts commandments, 
and being renewed in our minds according to the 


image of ( God, in righteouſneſſe and true holineſſe. 
We fay, bo, here Ty Chriſt, and /o, there ig 


Chriſt, 


F TT 


2, _ 
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_ Chrift, in theſe and theſe opinions; wheres in 


truth, Chriſt is neither here, nor there, nor any 
where; but where the ſpirit of Chriſt, where the 
life of Chriſt is. Do we not now adays open 
and lock up heaven, with the private key of 


this and that opinion of our own according to our 
ſeveral fancies as we pleaſe? And if any-one ob- 
ſerve Chriſts commandments never ſo ſincerely, 
and ſerve God, with faith and a pure conſcience, 
that yet haply ſkills not of ſome contended for 
opinions; ſome dareling notions ; he hath not the 


right ſhibboleth, he hath not the true watch- 


word ; he muſt not paſſe the Guards into heaven, 


Do we not make this and that opinion, this and 


that outward form, to be the wedding-garment, 


and boldly ſentence thoſe to outer darkneſſe, that 


are not inveſted therewith ? whereas every true 


Chriſtian, finds the leaſt dram of hearty affection 


towards God, to be more cordial and ſovereign to 


his ſoul; then all the ſpeculative notions; and o- 


pinions in the world: and though he ſtudy alſo 
to inform his underſtanding aright, and free his 
mind from all errour and miſapprehenſions; yet 


it is nothing but the life of Chriſt deeply rooted 
in his heart which is the chimical elixer that he 


feeds upon. Had he all faith that he could re- 


move mountains (as S. Paul ſpeaks) had he all 


knowledge, all tongues and lansuages ; yet he 
prizeth one dram of love beyond them all. He 


accounteth him that feeds upon mere notions in 


religion, to be but an aiery and chamelion-like 


Chriſtian. He findeth himſelf now otherwiſe 


> rooted and centred in God, then when he did 
before merely contemplate and gaze upon him : 
he taſteth and reliſheth God within himſelf, he 
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hath quendam ſaporem Dei, a certain ſavour of 

him ; whereas before he did but rove and gueſſe 
at random at him. He feeleth himſelf ſafely an- 

chored in God, and will not be diſſwaded from 
it; though perhaps he {kill not many of thole _ 
ſubtilities, which others make the Alpha and OO. 
mega of their religion. neither is he ſcared 
with thoſe childiſh affrightments, with which 

fome would force their private conceits upon 
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him; he is above the ſuperſtitious dreading of b 
1 mieere ſpeculative opinions; as well as the ſuper- | 
17 | _—— {titious reverence of outward ceremonies: he : 

cares not ſo much for ſubtlety, as for ſoundneſſe 


and health of mind. And indeed, as it was well 
ſpoken by a noble philoſopher, avw dperic Oc 
croun Abe, that without purity aud virtue God is 
nothing but an empty name ; to it is as true here, 
that without obedience to Chriſts commandments, 
without the /fe of Chriſt dwelling in us, whatſo- l 
ever opinions we entertain of him, Chriſt is but 
onely named by us, he is not known, I ſpeak 
not here againſt a free and ingenuous enquiry in- ; 
to all truth, according to our ſeveral abilities and 
opportunities, I plead not for the captivating and 
enthralling of our judgements to the dictates of 
men, I do not diſparage the naturall improve- 
ment of our underſtanding faculties by true know- 
ledge, which is ſo noble and gallant a perfecti- , 
on of the mind: but the thing which I aim againſt 
is, the diſpiriting of the life and vigour of our re- ; 
ligion, by dry ſpeculations, and making it no- 
thing but a mere dead ſkeleton of opintons, a few 
dry bones without any fleſh and ſinews tyed up 
together: and miſplacing of all our zeal upon 
an cager proſecution of theſe, which ſhould be 
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ſpent to better purpoſe upon other objects. Know- 


ledge indeed is a thing far more excellent then 
riches, ourward pleaſures, worldly dignities, or 


any thing elſe in the world beſides holineſſe, 
and the conformity of our wills to the will of 
God : but yet our happineſſe conſiſteth not in it, 


but in a certain divine temper and conſtitution of 
ſoul which is far above it, But it is a piece of 
that corraption that runneth through humane na- 
ture, that we naturally prize truth, more then 


goodneſſe; knowledge, more then holineſſe. We 


think it a gallant thing to be fluttering up to Hea- 


ven with our wings of knowledge and ſpeculati- 


on: whereas the hi gheſt myſtery of a divine life 
here, and of per leck happineſſe hercafter, conſiſt- 
eth in nothing but mere obedience to the divine 


will. Haprvineſſe is nothing but that inward 
ſweet delight, that will ariſe from the harmoni- 


ous agreement between our wills and Gods 
will, There is nothing contrary to God in the 
whole world, nothing that fights againſt him but 
| felfwill, This is the firong caſtle, chat we all 
- keep g garriſon'd againſt heaven in every one of 


our hearts, hich "God con · inually laycth ſiege 
unto: and it muſt be conquered and demoliſhed, 


before we can conquer heaven, It was by rea- 
ſon of this ſe/ww1ill, that Adam fell in paradiſe; 
that thoſe glorious angels, thoſe m9rmng-ſtarres, 
| kept nor their firſt ſtation, but dropt down from 
HS like failing ſtares, and {ſunk into this 
condition of bitrerneſie. e, auxicty, and wretched- 


neſſe in which now they are, They all intan- 


gled themiclves with the length of their own. 


wings, they would necds will more and other- 
wile then God would will in them: and go- 
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ing about to mus their wills wider, and to en- 


large them into greater amplitude; the more 
they ſtrugled, they found themſelves the faſter 
pintoned, and crowded up into narrowneſſe and 


ſervility; in ſo much that now they are not able 
to uſe any wings at all, but inheriting the ſer- 


PHents curſe, can onely creep with their bellies 


upon the earth. Now our onely way to reco- 
ver God and happineſſe again, is not to ſoar u 
with our underſtandings, but to deſtroy this ſelf- 
pill of ours: and then we ſhall find our wings 
to grow again, our plumes fairly ſpread, and our 
ſelves raiſed aloft into the free aire of perfect li- 
berty, which is perfect happineſſe. There is no- 


thing in the whole world able to do us good or 
hurt, but God and our own will; neither riches 
nor poverty, nor diſgrace nor honour, nor life 
nor death, nor angels nor devils; but willing or 


nor-willing as we ought to do. Should hell it felf 

caſt all its fiery darts againſt us, if our will be 
right, if it be informed by the divine will; they 
can do us no hurt; we have then, (if I may {0 
ſpeak,) an inchanted ſhield that is impenetrable, 


and will bear off all, God will not hurt us, and : 
hell cannot hurt us, if we will nothing but what 


God wills. Nay, then we are acted by God 


| himſelf, and the whole divinity floweth in upon 
us; and when we have caſhiered this ſelf will of 
ours, which did but ſhacle and confine our ſouls, 
our wills ſhall then become truely free, being 
widened andenlarged to the extent of Gods own 


will. Hereby we know that we know Chriſt in. 
deed, not by our ſpeculative opinions concerning 


him, but by our keeping of his commandments. 


T hirdl . 


TWG 
ep ee . 


e e ee eee 


1 3 
. Thirdly, if hereby we are to judge whether 
we truly know Chriſt, by our keeping of his com- 
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Ee mandments; fo that he that ſaith he knoweth 
r him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a li- 
d ar, then, this was not the plot and deſign of the 
% | goſpel, to give the world an mdulgence to ſin, u- 

bs | pon what pretence ſoever. Thou gh we are too 
pirone, to make ſuch miſconſtructions of it: as if 
"= ] God had intended nothing elſe in it, but to dau- 
Paddle our corrupt nature, and contrive a {ſmooth and 

- } eafie way for us to come to happineſſe, without 

S _ the toilſome labour of ſubduing our luſts and ſin- 
ful affections, Or, as if the goſpel were nothing 

- 2} elſe but a declaration to the world, of Gods in- 

- 2» gaging his affections from all eternity, on ſome 
r particular perſons, in ſuch a manner, as that he 
3: would reſolve to love them, and dearly embrace 
them, though he never made them partakers of 
his image in righteouſneſſe and true holineſſe: and 

| though they ſhould remain under the power of 


their luſts, yet they ſhould {till continue his be- 
loved ones, and he would notwithſtanding, at 
laſt bring them undoubtedly into heaven, Which 
is nothing elſe, but to make the God that we 
worſhip, the God of the new Teſtament, a o- 
o ο‚iz, an accepter of perſons : and one that 
ſhould cncourage that in the world which is di- 
ametrically oppoſite to Gods own life and being. 
And indeed nothing 1s more ordinary, then for 


1 us to ſhape out ſuch monſtrous and deformed 
notions of God unto our ſelves, by looking u- 
pon him through the coloured Medium of our 
on corrupt hearts, and having the eye of our 
ſioul zindured by the ſuffuſions of qur own 7 
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And therefore, becauſe we mortals can fondly 


love and hate, and ſometimes, hug the very vi- 
ces of thoſe to whom our affections are engaged, 
and kiſſe their very deformities; we are ſo rea- 


dy to ſhape out a Deity like unto our ſelves, and 


to faſhion out ſuch a God, as will in Chriſt at 
leaſt, hug the very wickedneſſe of the world: 
and in thoſe that be once his own, by I know 


not what, fond affection, appropriated to himſelf, 
connive at their very ſinnes, ſo that they ſhall 
not make the leaſt breach betwixt himſelf and 
them. Truly, I know not whether of the two, 
be the worſe Idolatry, and of the deeper ſtain; 
for a man to make a God out of a piece of wood, 
and fall down unto it and worſhip it, and ſay, 


deliver me, for thou art my God, as it is expreſ- 


fed in the prophet Iſaiah ; or to ſet up ſuch an 
| 1dol-god of our own imaginations as this is, faſhi- 
oned out according to the ſimilitude of our own 


fondneſſe and wickedneſſe: and when we ſhould 
paint out God with the livelieſt colours, that we 


can poſſibly borrow from any created being, 

with the pureſt perfections that we can abſtract _ 
from them; to draw him out thus with the black- x- 
eſt coal of our own corrupt hearts; and to make | 


the very blots and blurs of our own ſouls, to be 


ſelves, as the Ethiopians were wont to do, co- 


pying him out according to our own likeneſle ; 
and ſetting up that unto our ſelves for a God, 

which we love moſt dearly in our ſelves, that 
is, our luſts. But there is no ſuch God as this any 
| wherein the world, but onely in ſome mens falſe 


imaginations, 
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the letters, which we ſpell out his name by. 1 
Thus do ve that are children of the night, mae 
black and ugly repreſentations of God unto our 
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imaginations, who know not all this while, that 


they look upon themſelves inſtead of God, and 


make an idol of themſelves, which they worſhip : 


and adore for him; being ſo full of themſelves, 
that whatſoever they ſee round about them, e- 


ven God himſelf, they colour with their own 
tincture: like him that Ariſtotle ſpeaks of, that 


whereſoe ver he went, and whatſoever he ook: 
ed upon, he ſaw till his own face, as in a glaſs, 


repreſented to him. And therefore it is no won- 
der if men ſeem naturally more devoutly affec- 
ted toward ſuch an imaginary God, as we have 


now deſcribed, then to the true reall God, clo- 
thed with his own proper attributes ; ſince it is 
nothing but an image of themſelves, which Nar- 


c:ſſus-hke they fall in love with: no wonder if 


they kiſſe and daudle ſuch a baby as this, 
which like little children, they have dreſſed up 


out of the clouts of their own fond phancies, ac- 
cording to their own likeneſſe, of purpoſe that 
they might play and ſport with it. But God will 


ever dwell in ſpotleſſe Iight, howſoever we paint 


him and disfigure him here below: he will ſtill be 
circled about, with his own raies of unſtained 
and immaculate glory. And though the goſpel 


be not God, as he is in his own brightneſſe,but God 


yailed and maſted to us, God in a ſtate of humi- 
lation, and condeſcent, as the Sun in a rain. bow; 
yet it is nothing elſe but a clear and unſpotted 
mirror of divine holineſſe, goodneſſe, purity; 
in which attributes lies the very life and eſſence 


of God himſelf. The goſpel is nothing elſe, 


but God deſcending | into the world in our form, | 
and converſing with us in our likeneſſe; that he 


might allure, and draw us up to God, and make 
C us 
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And therefore, becauſe we mortals can fondly 

love and hate, and ſometimes, hug the very vi- 
ces of thoſe to whom our affections are engaged, 
and kiſſe their very deformities; we are ſo rea- 

dy to ſhape out a Deity like unto our ſelves, and 


to faſhion out ſuch a God, as will in Chriſt at 


leaſt, hug the very wickedneſſe of the world : 
and in thoſe that be once his own, by I know 

not what, fond affection, appropriated to himſelf, 
connive at their very ſinnes, ſo that they ſhall 


not make the leaſt breach betwixt himſelf and 


them. Truly, I know not whether of the two, 


be the worſe Idolatry, and of the deeper ſtain; 


for a man to make a God out of a piece of wood, 
and fall down unto it and worſhip it, and ſay, 
deliver me, for thou art my God, as it is expreſ- 
ſed in the prophet Iſaiaß; or to ſet up ſuch an 
1dol-god of our own imaginations as this is, faſhi- 
oncd out according to the ſimilitude of our own | 
 fondneſſe and wickedneſſe: and when we ſhould 
paint out God with the livelieſt colours, that we 
can poſſibly borrow from any created being, 
with the pureſt perfections that we can abſtract 
from them; to draw him out thus with the black- 
| eft coal of our own corrupt hearts; and to make 
the very blots and blurs of our own ſouls, to be 
the letters, which we ſpell out his name by. 
Thus do we that are children of the night, make 
black and ugly repreſentations of God unto our 
ſelves, as the Ethiopians were wont to do, co- 
pying him out according to our own likeneſſe; 
and ſetting up that unto our ſelves for a God, 
which we love moſt dearly in our ſelves, that 
1s, our luſts. But there is no ſuch God as this _ 
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where in the world, but onely in ſome mens fal 
. imaginations, 
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imaginations, who know not all this while, that 
they look upon themſelves inſtead of God, and 
make an idol of themſelves, which they worſhip 

and adore for him; being lo full of themſelves, 
that whatſoe ver they ſee round about them, e- 


ven God himſelf, they colour with their own 
tincture: like him that Ariſtotle ſpeaks of, that 
 Whereſoever he went, and whatſoever de lock: 
ed upon, he ſaw {till his own face, as in a glaſs, 


repreſented to him. And therefore it 1s no won- 
der if men ſeem naturally more devoutly affec- 


ted toward ſuch an imaginary God, as we have 
now deſcribed, then to the true reall God, clo- 
thed with his own proper attributes ; ſince it is 
nothing but an image of themſelves, which Nar- 
_ ciſſus-like they fall in love with: no wonder if 
they kiſſe and daudle ſuch a baby as this, 
which like little children, they have dreſſed up 
out of the clouts of their own fond phancies, ac- 
cording to their own likeneſſe, of purpoſe that 


they might play and ſport with it. But God will 
ever dwell in ſpotleſſe Iight, howſoever we paint 


him and disfigure him here below: he will ſtill be 
_ circled about, with his own raies of unſtained. 


and immaculate glory. And though the goſpel 


be not God, as he is in his own brightneſſe,but God 
yvailed and maſked to us, God in a ſtate of humi- 


liation, and condeſcent, as the Sun in a rain-bow ; 
yet it 1s nothing elle but a clear and unſpotted 


mirror of divine holineſſe, goodneſſe, purity; 


in which attributes lies the ver y life and eſſence 
of God himſelf. The goſpel is nothing elſe, 


but God deſcending i into the world in our "form, ; 
and converſing with us in our likeneſſe; that he 
might allure, and draw us up to God, and make 


C us 
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us partakers of his di vine form, Oeoe yeyorey Gr hyw- 


Lac (as Athanaſins ſpeaks) t1z int i iauls Here 


VVV 
that he might deifie us, that is, (as S. Peter ex- 
Preſſeth it) make us partakers of the divine na- 
ture. Now, I ſay, the very proper character, 
and eſſentiall tincture of God himſelf, is nothin 

_ elle but Goodneſe. Nay, I may be bold to add, 


that God is therefore God, becauſe he is the 


higheſt and moſt perfe& good; and good is not 
therefore good, becauſe G d L an 2 
will of his, would have it ſo. Whatſoever God 


doeth in the world, he doeth it as it is ſuitable. 


to the higheſt goodneſſe; the firſt idea, and fair- 
eſt copy of which is his own eſſence. Virtue and 
holineſſe in creatures, as Plato well diſcourſeth in 


his Euthyphro, are not therefore good, becauſe 
God loveth them, and will have them be accoun- 


ted ſuch; but rather, God therefore loveth them be- 
cauſe they are in themſelves ſimply good. Some 


of our own authors, go a little further yet, and 


tell us ; that God doeth not fondly love himſelf, 


| becauſe he is himſelf, but therefore he loveth 
himſelf becauſe he is the higheſt and moſt abſo- 


lute goodneſſe: ſo that if there could be any 
thing in the world better then God, God would 


love that better then himſelf: but becauſe he is 
eſſentially the moſt perfect good'; therefore he 


cannot but love his own goodneſe, infinitely a- 
bove all other things, And it is another miſtake 
which ſometimes we have of God, by ſhapinghim 
out according to the model af our ſelves, when we 


make him nothing but a blind, dark, W 1 
1.83 WE. 
our ſelves are furiouſly acted with, that have not 


_ felf-unll, running through the world; ſuc 
the 


od out of an arbitrary 


FVV Þ. cs Ro oy 32 
the ballaſt of abſolute goodneſſe to poize and ſet- 
tle us, That I may therefore come nearer to 

the thing in hand: God who is abſolute good. 
neſſe, cannot love any of his creatures and take 
Pleaſure in them, without beſtowing a communi- 
cation of his goodneſſe and Iikeneſſe upon them. 
God cannot make a goſpel, to promiſe men life 

and happineſſe hereafter, without being regene- 
rated, and made partakers of his Holineſſe. As 
| ſoon may Heaven and Hell, be reconciled to- 
x gether, and lovingly ſhake hands with one ano- 
ther; as God can be fondly indulgent to any ſin, 
in whomſoever it be. {As ſoon may light and 
: _darkneſle be eſpouſed together, and mid-night 
de married to the noon-day; as God can be joy- 
= 1 in a league of friendſhip, to any wicked 
Foul. „„ j ͤð 


The great deſign of God in the goſpel, is to 
clear up this miſt of fin and corruption, which we 
are here ſurrounded with: and to bring up his 
4 creatures, out of the ſhadow of death, to the re- 

T gion of Tape above, the land of truth and holi- 
Hheaeſſe. The great myſtery of the goſpel, is to 

? eſtabliſh a God-lite frame and diſpoſition of ſpi- 
tit, which conſiſts in righteouſneſle and true ho- 
UUlneſſe, in the hearts of men. And Chriſt, who 
is the great and mighty ſaviour, he came on pur- 
poſe into the world; not onely to ſave us from 
re and brimſtone, but alſo to ſave us from our 
fins. Chriſt hath therefore made an expiation 

Olk our ſins, by his death upon the croſſe, that 

we being thus delivered out of the hands of theſe 
= our greatelt enemies, might ſerye God without 

Fer, in holineſſe * righteouſneſſe before 28 7 : 
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| „ 
all the days of our life. This grace of God that 
bringeth ſalvation, hath therefore appeared to all 
men, in the goſpel, that it might teach us to de. 
ny ungodlineſſe and worldly luſts, and that we _ 
ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in this 
_ preſent world: looking for that bleſſed hope, and 
_ glorious appearing of the great God, and our Sa- 3 
yiour Jeſus Chriſt ; who gave himſelf for us, 
that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and pu 
rifie unto himſelf a peculiar people, zealous , 
good works. T heſe things T write unto you (ſaith | 
our apoſtle a little before my text) that you ſin 


not therein expreſſing the end of the whole 
goſpel, which is, not onely to cover fin, by _ 


ſpreading the purple robe of Chriſts death and 
{ſufferings over it, whilſt it ſtill remaineth in us 
With all its filth and noiſomneſſe unremoved; but 
alſo, to convey a powerfull and mighty ſpirit of 
holineſſe, to cleanſe us, and free us from it, And 
this is a greater grace of Gods to us, then the 
former, which ſtill go both together in the go- 
ſpel ; beſides the free remiſſion and pardon of ſin 
in the blood of Chriſt, the delivering of us from the 
power of ſin, by the ſpirit of Chriſt dwelling in 
our hearts. Chriſt came not into the world on- 
ly, to caſt a mantle over us, and hide all our fil- 
thy ſores, from Gods avenging eye, with his 
_ merits and righteouſneſſe; but he came likewiſe, *' 
to be a chirurgeon, and phyſitian of ſouls, to free | * 
us from the filth and corruption of them; which 
is more grievous and burdenſome, more noyſome 
to a true Chriſtian, then the guilt of fin it ſelt: 
ſhould a poor wretched, and diſeaſed creature, 
that is full of ſores and ulcers, be covered all o 
ver with purple, or clothed with ſcarlet; ne 
e would 
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would take but little contentment in it, whilſt his 


| ſores, and wounds, remain upon him: and he 
had much rather be arraled in rags, ſo he might 


obtain but ſoundneſſe and health within. The 
goſpel is a true Betheſda, a pool of grace, where 
ſuch poore, lame, and infirm creatures, as we 
are, upon the moving of Gods ſpirit n:6 
may deſcend down, not onely to waſh our ſkin 


and outſide, but allo to be cured of our diſeaſes | 


within. And whatever the world thinks, there 
is a powerfull ſpirit that moves upon theſe wa- 


ters, the waters of the goſpel, for this new 


creation, the regeneration of ſouls; the very 


Tame ſpirt ir, that once moved upon the waters of 
the univerſe at the firſt creation, and ſpreading 
its mighty wings over them, did hatch the new- 


born world into this perfeQion : 1 fay, the ſame. 
Almighty ſpirit of Chriſt, ſtill worketh in the go- 


ſpel, ſpreading its gentle, healing, quickning 
wings, over our ſouls. The goſpel, is not like 


Abana and Pharphar, thoſe common rivers of 


Damaſcus, that could onely cleanſe the outſide; 
but it is a true Jordan, in which ſuch leprouſe 
 Naamans, as we all arc, may waſh and be clean. 


Bleed indeed are they, whoſe iniquities are for- 
given, and whoſe ſins are covered: bleſſed is the 
man to whom the Lord will not impute ſin : but 
yet, rather bleſſed are they, whole ſins are re- 
moved like a morning cloud, and quite taken a- 


way from them: bleſſed, thrice bleſſed, are they, 
| that hunger and thriſt after riohteouſt 20 e, for 


they ſhall be ſatisfied: bleſſed are the pure in heart 


for they ſhall ſee God. Our Saviour Chriſt came 


(as John the Baptiſt tells us) with a fan in his 
hand, Fat he e e purge his floor and 
gather 


3 RS 
4 — his wheat into his garner: but the chaff 
he will burn up,with unquenchable fire, He came 

(as the prophet Malachy ſpeaks) like a refiners 


purifier of ſilver, and to purify all the ſons of 


they may offer unto the Lord an offering in righ- 


Plate, but this is the covenant, faith the Tord, 
that Twill make with them in thoſe days; Twill 


prieſts unto me, God ſent his own ſon(ſaith S. 
Paul) in the likeneſſe of ſirfil fleſh, and by a ſa- 
crifice for ſin, condemned fin in the fleſh : that 


ſpirit. The firſt Adam, as the ſcripture tells us, 
brought in a reall defilement, which like a noi- 


the world with a conceit of holineſſe, and meer 
imaginary righteouſneſſe; but he muſt really con- 
vey, ſuch an immortall ſeed of grace into the 
hearts of true believers, as may prevaile ſtill 


- wroughtout that poiſon of the ſerpent. Chriſt, that 
was nothing, but Divinity dwelling in a taber- 


ting a humane nature; he came into the world 
to Kindle here that divine life amongſt men, 
which is cerainly dearer unto God, then any 

OE 2 = thing 


fire, and like fullers ſop ; to ſit as a refiner and 
Levi, moe ay them as gold and ſilver, that 
 Zeouſneſſe. Chriſt came not onely, to write ho- 


| linefſe to the Lord opon Aarons forehead, and 
to put his Urim and T hummim 725 his breaſt- 


Put my law into their inward parti, and write it 
zn their hearts, and then Twill be their God, and 
they ſhall be my people: they ſhall be all kings and 


1s, who walk not after the fleſh, but after the 


| ſome leprofie, hath overſpread all mankind : arid 
therefore the ſecond Adam muſt not onely fill 
more and more in them, till it have at laſt, quite 


nacle of fleſh, and God himſelf immediately ac- | 


4 + Sa 
thing elſe whatſoever in the world; and to pro. 
pagate this celeſtial fire, from one heart ſtill un- 
to another, untill the end of the world. Nei- 
ther is he, or was he ever abſent from this ſpark 
of his divinity, kindled amongſt men, whereſoe- 
ver it be, though he ſeem bodily to be with- 
drawn from us. He is the ſtanding, conſtant, in- 


exhauſted fountain of this divine light and heat ; 


that ſtill toucheth every ſoul that is enlivened by 


it, with an out-ſtretched ray, and freely lends 


his beams, and diſperſeth his 77fluence to all, 
from the beginning of the world to the end of it, 


Fe all receive of his fullneſſe, grace for grace, 


as all the ſtarres in heaven, are {aid to light their 


candles at the ſuns fame. For though his body 


be withdrawn from us, yet by the lively and 
virtual contact of his ſpirit, he is always kind- 


ling, cheering, quickning, warming, enlivening 


hearts. Nay, this divine liſe begun and kindled 
in any heart, whereſoever it be, is ſomething of 


God 1. fleſh; and, in a ſober and qualified ſenſe, 


divinity incarnate ; and all particular Chriſtians, 
that are really poſſeſſed of it, ſo many myſtical 
Chriſts. And God forbid, that Gods own life 
and nature here in the world, ſhould be forlorn, 
forſaken, and abandoned of God himſelf. Cer- 
tainly, wherever it is, though never ſo little, like 
a lweet, young, tender babe, once born in any 
heart; when it crieth unto God the father of it, 
with pitifull and bemoning looks imploring his 
compaſſion; it cannot chuſe but move his father- 
ly bowels, and make them yerne, and turn to- 
wards it, and by ſtrong ſympathy, draw his com- 
paſſionate arm to help and relieve it. Never was 
any tender infant, ſo dear to thoſe bowels that 


. 
begate it, as an infant new-born Chriſt, formed 
in the heart of any true believer, to God the fa- 
ther of it, Shall the children of this world, the 
fons of darkneſſe, be moved with ſuch tender af. 
fection, and compaſſion, towards the fruit of their 


bodies, their own natural offspring; and ſhall God | 


who is the Father of lights, the fountain of all 
goodneſſe, be moved with no compaſſion towards 
his true ſpiritual offspring, and have no regard to 
thoſe ſweet babes of hight, ingenered by his own 
beams in mens hearts, that in their lovely coun- 
tenances, bear the reſemblance of his own face, 
and call him their father? ſhall he ſee them lie 
_ fainting, and gaſping, and dying here in the world, 
for want of nothing to preſerve and keep them but 
an influence from him, who firſt gave them life 
and breath? no; hear the language of Gods 
heart, hear the ſounding of his bowels towards 
them: is it Ephraim my dear ſon? is it that 
pleaſant child? ſince T ſpake of him T1 do earneſtly 
remember him, my bowels, my bowels are troub- 
lied for him; I will ſurely have mercy upon him, 
faith the Lord. If thoſe expreſſions of goodneſſe 
and tender affection here amongſt creatures, be 
but drops of that full ocean that is in God; how 
can we then 1 imagine, that this father of our ſpi- 
rits, ſhould have fo little regard to his own dear 
offspring, I do not ſay our ſouls, but that which 
is the very life and Soul of our ſouls, the life of 
God inus; which 1s nothing elſe but Gods own | 
{elf communicated to us, his own Son born in 
our hearts; as that he ſhould ſuffer it to be cru- 
__elly ee ee in its infancy by our ſins, and like 
Voung Hercules in its very cradle, to be firan- 
gled by thoſe filthy Vipers ; ; that he ſhould mo 
| m 
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im to be crucified by wicked Juſts, nailed faſt 
to the croſſe by invincible corruptions; pierced 
and gored on every fide with the poiſoned ſpears 


of the devils temptations, and at laſt to give up 
the ghoſt; and yet his tender heart not at all re- 


lent, nor be all this while impaſſionated with ſo 

ſad a ſpectacle? ſurely, we cannot think he hat! 
ſuch an adamantine breaſt, ſuch a flinty nature as 

this is. What then? muſt we fay that though 
indeed he be willing, yet he is not able, to re- 
ſcue his crucified and tormented Son, now bleed- 


ing upon the croſſe; to take hint down from 
thence and ſave him? Then muſt fin be more 


powerful! than God: that weak, crazy, and 
ſickly thing, more ſtrong than the Rock of ages : 
and the devil the prince of darkneſſe, more migh- 


ty, then the God of light. No ſurely, there is 


a weakneſſe and impotency in all evil, a maſcu- 
line ſtrength and vigour in all goodneſle : and 
therefore doubtleſſe the higheſt. good, the a5w/oy 


d aby as the philoſophers call it, is the ſtrongeſt 
thing in the world. Nil potentius Summo Bono. 


Gods power diſplaied in the world, is nothing 


but his goodneſſe ſtrongly reaching all things, from 


heighth to depth, from the higheſt heaven, to 
the loweſt hell: and irreſiſtibly imparting it ſelf 
to every thing, according to thoſe ſeverall de- 
grees in which it is capable of it. Have the 
fiends of darkneſſe then, thoſe poore forlorne 


ſpirits, that are fettered and locked up in the 
chaines of their own wickedneſſe, any ſtrength 
to withſtand the force of infinite goodnefſe, which 


is infinite power ? or do they not rather ſculk 


in holes of darkneſſe, and flie like bats and 
coywꝛls, before the approaching beams of this 


Sun 
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Sun of righteouſneſs ? Is God powerfull to Kill 


and to deſtroy, to damne and to torment, and 1s 
he not powerfull to ſave? N ay, it is the [weet- 
eſt flowr in all the garland of his attributes, it is 
the richeſt diamond in his crown of glory, that 


he is mighty to ſaye : and this is farre more mag- 


nificent for him, then to be ſtiled mighty to de- 


ſtroy. For that, except it be in the way of juſ- 
tice; ſpeaks no Power at all, but mere impo- 
tency, for the root of all power is goodneſſe. 
Or muſt we fay laſtly, that God indeed is able 
to reſcue us out of the power of ſinne and Satan, 
when we ſigh and grone towards him, but yet 
ſometimes to exerciſc his abſolute authority, his 
uncontrollable dominion, he delights rather in 
_ plunging wretched ſouls downi into infernal night, 
 andeverlaſting darkneſſe? What ſhall we then 
make the God of the whole world? nothing but 

a cruell and dreadfull Erynms, with curled fiery 
Snakes about his head, and firebrands in his 


hands, thus governing the world? ſurely this 


will make us either ſecretly to think, that there 
is no God at all in the world, if he muſt needs 
be ſuch, or elſe towiſh heartily, there were none, 


But doubtleſſe, God will at laſt, confute all 


theſe our miſapprebenſions of him, he will un- 


malk our hypocritical pretences, and clearly caſt 
the ſhame of all our ſinfull deficiences, upon our 


ſelves, and vindicate his own glory from recetv- 


ing the leaſt ſtain or blemiſh by them. In the 


mean time let us know, that the goſpel now re- 


quireth, far more of us, then ever the law did; 
for it requireth a neu creature, a divine nature, 
Chriſt formed in us: but yet withall, it beſtow- 


eth a quickening Jpirit, an enlivening fower, to 


unable 
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inable us, to expreſſe that, which is required of 


us. Whoſoever therefore truly knows Chriſt. 
the ſame alſo Feeperh Chriſts Commandments, 


But, he that ſaith, 1 know him, and keepeth not 
his Commandments, he is a liar, and the truth 


J have now done with the fir/? part of my dif. 


_ courſe, concerning thoſe obſervations, which a- 
riſe naturally from the words, and offer them 


ſelves to us: I ſhall in the next place, proceed 
to make ſome general application of them, all to- 


gether, 


Now therefore, I beſcech you, let us conſi- 
der, whether or no we know Chriſt indecd : 


not by our acquaintance with ſyſtems and models 


of divinity; not by our ſkill in books and papers; 
but by our keeping of Chriſts commandments. All 


the books and writings which we converſe with, 
they can but repreſent ſpirituall obje&ts to our 
underſtandings ; which yet we can never ſee in 
their own true figure, colour, and proportion, 


untill we have a divine light within, to irradiate, 


and ſhine upon them. Though there be never 


ſuch excellent truths concerning Chriſt, and his 
goſpel, ſet down in words and letters; yet they 


will be but unknown characters to us, untill we 
have a living ſpirit within us, that can decypher 
them: untill the ſame ſpirit, by ſecret whiſpers 


in our hearts, do comment upon them, which 


did at firſt indite them. There are many that 
underſtand, the greek and hebrew of the Scrip- 


ture, the original languages in which the text 
was written, that never underſtood the language 


e 


e the ſpirit. There is a caro and a ſpiritus, a 
fleſh and a ſpirit, a body and a ſoul, in all the 


writings of the Scriptures: it is but the fleſh, and 


| body, of divine truths, that is printed upon pa- 
per; which many moths of books and libraries, 
do onely feed upon; many walking ſcheletons 


of knowledge, that bury and entombe truths, 


in the living ſepulchres of their ſouls, do on- 
ly converſe with: ſuch as never did any thing 
_ elſe, but pick at the mere bark and rind of truths, 
and crack the ſhells of them, But there is a ſoul, 
and /pirit of divine truths, that could never yet 
be congealed into inke, that could never be blot- 
ted upon paper, which by a ſecret traduction and 
conveiance, paſſeth from one ſoul unto another; 


being abie to dwell and lodge no where, but in a 


| ſpirituall being, in a living thing; becauſe it ſelf 
is nothing but fe and ſpirit. Neither can it, 
where indeed it is, expreſſe it ſelf ſufficiently in 
words and ſounds, but it will beſt declare and 
ſpeak it ſelf in actions: as the old manner of vrit· 
ing among the Egyptians was, not by words, but 
things. The [ife of divine truths, is better ex- 
preſſed in actions then in words, becauſe actions 
are more living things, then words; words are 
nothing but the dead reſemblances, and pictures 
of thoſe truths, which ſive and breath in actions: 
and the Aingdom of God (as the apoſtle ſpeaketh) 
conſiſteth not in word, but in life, and power. 
Ta @pobaln, V Yoplov peo Toi oνανεαν enidenvye r- 
cor oxy (faith the morall philoſopher) apa rv 
youny £9 e, 66 tw Peper „ Y ſheep do not 85 
come, and bring their fodder to their ſhepheard, 
and ſhew him haw much they eat, but inward- 


ty conceding and digeſting it, they make it ap- 
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pear, by the fleece which they wear upon their 
backs, and by the milke which they give. And 
let not us Chriſtians affe& onely to talk and diſ- 
pute of Chriſt, and ſo meaſure our knowledge of 
him by our words; but let us ſhew a  $w- 
pnld roy re H 7% e, OUr knowledge concocted 
into our lives and actions; and then let us really 
- manifeſt that we are Chriſts ſheep indeed, that we 

are his diſciples, by that fleece of holineſſe, which 
we wear, and by the fruits that we dayly 

yield in our lives and converſations: for herein 


_ (faith Chriſt) is my Father glorified, that ye bear - 


much fruit; ſo ſhall ye be my diſciples. Let us not | 
( beſeech you) judge of our knowing Chriſt, by 
our ungrounded perſwaſions that Chriſt from all 

eternity hath loved us, and given himſelf parti- 


ceularly for us, without the conformity of our lives 


to Chriſts commandments, without the reall par- 
taking of the image of Chriſt in our hearts. The 
great myſterie of the goſpel, it doeth not lie on- 
ly in Chriſt without us, (though we muſt know 
alſo what he hath done for us) but the very pith 


: and kirnel of it, conſiſts in Chriſt inwardly for- 


med in our hearts. Nothing is truly ours, but 
what lives in our ſpirits. Salyation it ſelf can- 
not ſave us, as long as it is onely without us; no 
more then health can cure us, and make us ſound, 
when it is not within us, but ſomewhere at di- 
ſtance from us; no more then arts and ſciences, 
whilſt they lie onely in books and papers with- 
out us; can make us learned. The goſpel, though 
it be a ſovereign and medicinal thing in it ſelf, 
yet the mere knowing and believing the hiſtory 
of it, will do us no good: we can receive no 
virtue from it, till it be inwardly digeſted and 

N concocted 
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concocted into our ſouls; till it be made ours, 


and become a living thing 1 in our hearts. The 


_ goſpel, if it be onely without us, cannot ſave us; 
no more then that phiſitians bill, could cure the 2 
ignorant patient of his diſeaſe, who, when it was 


commended to him, took the paper onely, and 


put it up in his pocket, but never drunk the po- | 


tion that was preſcribedin it. All that Chriſt did 


for us inthefleſh, when he was here upon earth; 
from his lying in a manger, when he was born 


in Bethlehem, to his bleeding upon the croſſè on 


Golgotha ; it will not ſave us from our ſinnes, 
unleſſe Chriſt by his ſpirit dwell in us. It will 


not avail us, to believe that he was born of a - 


virgin, unleſſe the power of the moſt high over- 
ſhadow our hearts, and beget him there like- 


_ wiſe. It will not profit us, to believe that he 
died upon the croſſè for us; unleſſe we be bap- 
tied into his death, by the mortification of all 
our luſts; unleſſe the old man of ſinne be crucified 
in our hearts“ Chriſt indeed hath made an expi- 
ation for our ſinnes upon his croſſe; and the blood = 
of Chriſt is the onely ſovereign balſam to free 
us from the guilt of them: but yet beſides the 


ſprinkling of the blood of Chriſt upon us, we muſt 
be made partakers alſo of his ſpirit. Chriſt came 
into the world, as well to redeem us from the 
power and bondage of our ſinnes, as to free us 


from the guilt of them. No know ( faith S. 
Fohn) that he was manifeſted, to take away our 
ſinnes; whoſoever therefore abidethin him, ſinneth 


not, whoſoever ſinneth, hath not ſeen nor known 


| him Lo the end of Chriſts coming into the world, 
 Loadeſign worthy of God manifeſtedin the fleſh. 


Chriſt did not take all thoſe pains; to lay aſide 
- "may 
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his robes of glory, and come down hither into 


the world; to enter into a virgins womb; to be 
born in our humane ſhape, and be laid a poor 
crying infant in a man zer; and having no form 


nur comlineſſe at all upon him, to take upon him 
the form of a ſervant ; to undergo a reprochfull 
and ignominious life, and at laſt to be abandoned 


to a ſhamefull death, a death upon the croſſe; I 
ſay, he did not doall this, merely to bring in a n- 
tion into the world, without producing any real 


| and ſubſtantial effect at all, without the chang- 


ing, mending, and reforming of the world: ſo 
that men ſhould ſtill be as wicked as they were 


I before, and as much under the power of the 


rince of darkneſſe; onely, they ſhould not be 
thought ſo: they ſhould Rill remain as full of all 
the filthy ſores, of fin and corruption as before; 
onely, they ſhould be accounted = whole. Shall 
God come down from heaven, and pitch a fa- 


| bernacle amongſt men? ſhall he undertake ſuch 
| a huge deſigne, and make fo great a noiſe of do- 


ing ſomething, which, when it is all ſummed. 


J up, ſhall not at laſt amount to a reality? ſurely, 
Chriſt did not undergo all this to fo little purpoſe * 
be would not take all this pains for us, that he 


might be able at laſt, ro put into our hands, no- 


, thing but a blanck. He was with child, he was 


in pain and travel, and hath he brought forth no- 


ö thing but wind, hath he been delivered of the 


eaſtwind® is chat great deſign that was ſo long 


carried in the womb of eternity, now proved a- 


bortive, or elſe nothing but a mere windy birth? 
no ſurely, the end of the golpel 1 is fe and per- 
| fedlion, tis a divine nature, tis a godlike 28 | 

and 


- „ 

and diſpoſition of ſpirit ; *tis to make us partakers 

of the image of God in righteouſneſſe and true 
holineſſe, without which, ſalvation it ſelf were 
but a notion, "Chriſt came indeed into the world, 

to make an expiation and atonement for our fins, 
but the end of this was, that we might eſchew 


| fin, that we might forſake all ungodlineſe and | 


worldly Iuſts. The goſpel declares pardon of 


fin to thole, that are heavy leaden with it, and 

willing to be disburdened, to this end, that it 
might quicken and enliven us to new obedience, | 

"Whereas otherwiſe, the guilt of fin might have 


detained us in horrour and deſpair, and ſo have 
kept us ſtill more ſtrongly under the power of it, 


in fad and diſmall apprehenſions of Gods wrath | 


* provoked againſt us, and inevitably falling on us. - 
But Chriſt hath now appeared, like a day-/tarre 


with moſt chearfull beams; nay, he is the Sun of | 


Righteouſneſſe himſelf ; which hath riſen upon 
the world with his Healing wings, with his ex- 
hilarating light, that he might chaſe away all 
thoſe black deſpairing thoughts from us. But 
Chriſt did not riſe, that we ſhould play, and 


ſport, and wantonize with his light; but that we i 
ſhould do the works of the day in it: that we 


ſhould walk iynuirus (as the apoſtle ſpeaketh) 
not in our night-cloths of ſinfull deformity, but 
clad all over with the comely garments of light. 
The goſpel is not big with child of a phancy, of 
a mere conceit of righteouſneſſe without us, hang- 
ing at a diſtance over us; whilſt our hearts with- 
in, are nothing but cages of unclean birds, and 

| like houſes continually haunted with devils, nay 
the very rendevouz of thoſe fiends of darkneſſe. 
Holineſſe is the beſt thing, that God himſelf _ 
. . FEY 
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can beſtow upon us, either in this world, or the 
world to come. True evangelical holineſſe, 


that is, Chriſt formed in the hearts of believers, DE 0 
is the very Cream. and quinteſſence of the goſpel. — 
And were our hearts ſound within, were there , 
not many thick and dark fummes, that did ariſe i 
from thence, and cloud our underſtandings, we W 
could not eaſily conceive the ſubſtance of hea- 8 : i { 


ven it ſelf, to be any thing elſe but Holineſſe, 
| freed from thoſe encumbrances, that did ever 
_ Clog it, and accloy it here; neither ſhould we 
wiſh for any other heaven, beſides this. But ma- 
ny ofusare like thoſe Children, whoſe ſtomachs 
are fo vitiated by ſome diſeaſe, that they think, 
aſhes, coal, mudwall, or any ſuch traſh, to be 
more pleaſant, then the moſt wholeſome food : 
ſuch fickly and diſtempered appetites have we 
about theſe ſpiritual things, that hanker af- 
ter I know not what vain ſhews of happineſs, 
whilſt in the mean time we neglect that which 
is the onely true food of our ſouls, that is able ſo· 
lidly to nouriſh them up to everlaſting life. 
Grace is holinefſe militant, holineſſe encumbred 
with many enemies and difficulties, which it 
Mill fights againſt, and manfully quits it ſelf of: 
and glory is nothing elſe, but Holineſſe trium- 


_ phant ; holineſſe with a palme of victorie in her i | 
hand, and a crown upon her head. Deus ipſe, e 1 
cum omni ſua bonitate, quatenus extra me eſt, _ _ 
non facit me beatum ; ſed quatenus in me eſt : 1 
God himſelf cannot make me happy, if he be one- 1 
ty without me; and unleſſe he give in a participa- £160 
tion of himſelf, and his own ikeneſſe into my ſoul, wt 
Happineſſe is nothing but the releaſing and unfet- 1 


tering of our ſouls, from all theſe narrow, 7 
| a an 
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and particular good things; and the eue 
of them to the higheſt and moſt univerſal good, 

which is not this or that particular good, but 
goodneſſe it ſelf: and this is the ſame thing that 
we call holineſſe, Which, becauſe we our ſelves 
are ſo little acquainted with; being for the moſt 
part ever courting a mere ſhadow of it; there- 
fore we have ſuch low, abject, and beggerly 
conceits thereof; whereas it 18 in it ſelf, the moſt 
noble, heroical, and generous thing in the world. 

For, I mean by holineſſe, nothing elſe but God 
ſtamped, and printed upon the ſoul. - And we 
may pleaſe our ſelves, with what conceits we 
will; but ſo long as we are void of this, we do 


but dream of heaven, and, I know not what 


fond paradiſe ; we do but blow up and down an 
_ airy bubble of our own phancies, which riſeth 
out of the froth of our vain hearts; we do but 
court a painted heaven; and woo happineſſe in a 

picture: whilſt in the mean time, a true and re- 
l hell will ſuck in our ſouls into it, and ſoon 
make us ſenſible of a ſolid woe, and ſubſtantiall | 

miſery. Divine wiſdom, hath ſo ordered the 
frame of the whole univerſe, as that every thing 
ſhould have a certain proper place, that ſhould 
be a receptacle for it. Hell is the ſinke of all 
fin and wickedneſſe. The ſtrong magick of na- 


ture, pulls and draws every thing continually, 


to that place which is ſuitable to it, and to which 
it doeth belong; ſo all theſe heavy bodies preſſe 
downwards, towards the centre of our earth, be- 
ing drawn in by it: in like manner hell where 

ſoe ver it is, will by ſtrong ſympathy pull in all 
fin, and magnetically draw it to it ſelf: as true 
holineſle, is Ways breathing upwards, and flut- 
tering 


1 


tering tow-ards heaven ſtriying to enboſom it ſelf 
with God: and it will at laſt undoubtedly be 
conjoyned with him, no diſmal ſhades of dark- 


neſſe, can poſſibly ſtop i it in its or beat 


it back; 

| "Ne d lei 73 & οjẽ, dye Jedg we 75: 0p010ys 

: Nay, we do but deceive our ſelves with names; 
hell is nothing but the orb of ſin and wicked. 
neſſe, or elſe that hemiſphear of darkneſſe, 


Which all evil moves: and heaven, is the * 
ſite hemiſphear of light, or elſe, if you plealc, 
the bright orb of truth, holineſſe, and good- d 


neſſe: and we do actually in this life, inſtate our 
felves in the poſſeſſion of one or other of them. 


Take ſin and diſobedience out of hell, and it 
will preſently clear up, into light, tranquillity, : 


ſerenity, and ſhine out into a heaven. Every 
true ſaint, carrieth his heaven about with him, 


in his own heart; and hell that is without 
him, can have no power over him. He might 


ſafely wade through hell it ſelf, and like the 
three children, paſſe through the midſt of that 


Jer) furnace, and yet not at all be ſcorched wit 


the flames of it: he might walk through the Val- 
ley of the ſhadow of death, and yet fear no evil. 


Sin, is the onely thing in the world, that 1s 758. 


trary to God: God is light, and that is dark- 
neſſe: God is beauty, and that is uglineſſe and 


- deformity. _ All fin is direct ben againſt 


God; and with what notions ſocver, we may ſu- 
gar it, and ſweeten it, yet God can never 2 71 
upon it, he will never make a truce with 1 

God declares open war againſt ſin, and bids Fo 


_ fiance to it; for it is a profeſſed enemy to Gods 
own lite and being God which is infinite good- 
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neſſe, cannot but hate ſin, which is purely evil. 
And though ſin be in it ſelf, but a poor, impo- 
tent, and crazy thing, nothing but ſtraitneſſe, pover- 
ty, and non- entity; ſo that of it ſelf it is the moſt 
wretched and miſerable thing in the world, and 
needeth no further puniſhment beſides it ſelf; 
yet divine vengeance, beats it off ſtill further 
and further from God, and whereſoever it is, 
will be ſure to ſcourge it, and laſh it continually, 
God and ſin can never agree together. 
Ihhat, I may therefore come, yet nearer to 
our ſelves. This is the meſſage, that I have now 
to declare unto you, that God is light, and in 
him is no darkneſſe at all: if we ſay that 
e 2 fellowſhi p 20 him, and walk in dark- 
_ neſſe, we lie, and do not the truth. Cbriſt, and 
the Goſpel are light, and there is no darkneſſe 
at all in them; if you ſay that you know Chriſt 
and his goſpel, and yet keep not Chriſts com. 
mandments, but dearly hug your private dar- 
ling corruptions; you are hars, and the truth is 
not in you; you have no aquaintance with the 
God of light, nor the goſpel of light. If any 
of you ſay, that you know Chriſt, and have an 
intereſt in him, and yet (as I fear, too many do) 
ſtill nouriſh ambition, pride, vainglory within 
your breaſts; harbour malice, revengefulneſſe,and 
cruell hatred to your neighbours i in your hearts; 
cagerly ſcramble after this wordly pelfe, and 
make the ſtrength of your parts and endeavours 
ſerve that blind mammon, the god of this world; 
Xt you wallow and tumble in the filthy puddle of 
fleſhly pleaſures or if you aim only at your 
ſelves in your lives, and make your ſelf the com- 
aſs by which you tail, and the ſtar by which 
you 
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yhu ſteer your courſe, looking at nothing high- 
er and more noble then your ſelves; deceive not 
your ſelves, you have neither ſeen Chriſt, nor 
known bim; you are deeply incorporated, (if 
I may fo ſpeak) with the ſpirit of this world, 


' and have no true ſympathy with God and Chriſt, 


no fellowſhip at all with them. And (J beſeech 
| you) let us conſider; be there not many of us, 

that pretend much to Chriſt, that are plainly in 
our lives, as proud, ambitious, vainglorious as 
any others ? be there not many of us, that are as 
much under the power of unruly paſſions; as cru- 


el, revengeful, malicious, cenſorious as others? 
that have our minds as deeply engaged in the 
world, and as much envaſſalled to riches, gain, 
profit, thoſe great admired Deities of the ſonnes 
of men, and their ſouls as much overwhelmed, 
and ſunk with the cares of this life? Do not 
many of us, as much give ourſelves to the plea- 
ſures of the fleſh, and though not without re- 
grets of conſcience, yet ever now and then ſe- 
cretly ſoke our ſelves in them? Be there not 
many of us that have as deep a ſhare likewiſe, 
in injuſtice and oppreſſion, in vexing the father- 


leſſe and the widows? I wiſh, it may not prove 


ſome of our caſes, at that laſt day, to uſe ſuch 
pleas as theſe unto Chriſt in our behalfe; Lord, 
I have prophecied in thy name ; I have preached 


many a zealous ſermon for thee; I have Kepe 
many a long faſt; I have been very active for 
thy cauſe in church, in ſtate; nay, I never 


made any queſtion, but that my name was writ - 
ten in thy book of life; when yet alas, we ſhall 


receive no other return from Chriſt, but this, J 
know you not; depart from me ye workers of ini. 
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. 
quity. I am ſure, there be too many of us, that 
have long pretended to Chriſt, which make lit. 
tle or no progreſſe in true Chriſtianity, that is, 
holineſſe of life: that ever hang hovering in a 
tunlight of grace, and never ſeriouſly put our 
ſelves forwards into clear day-light, but eſteem 
that glimmering crepuſculum which we are in, 
and like that faint ilight, better then broad 
open day: whereas, the path of the juſt (as the 
wiſeman ſpeaketh) is as the ſhining light, that 
ſhineth more and more unto the perfect day. I 
am ſure, there be many of us, that are perpetu- 

al dwarfs in our ſpiritual ſtature; like thoſe /illy 
women (that S. Paul ſpeakes of) laden with ſinnes, 


and led away with divers luſts, that are ever lear- 


ning, and never able to come to the knowledge 
of the truth : that are not now one jot taller in 
_ chriſtianity, then we were many years ago; but 
have ſtill as ſickly, crazy, and unſound a temp- 
er of ſoul, as we had long before. Indeed we 
ſeem to do ſomething, we are always moving 
and lifting at the ſtone of corruption, that lies u- 
pon our hearts, but yet we never ſtirre it not- 
withſtanding, or at leaſt never roll it off from us. 
We are ſometimes a little troubled with the guilt 
ol our ſinnes, and then we think we muſt thruſt 
our luſts out of our hearts, but afterwards we 
ſprinkle our ſelves over, with T know not what 
Holy. water, and ſo are contented to let them ſtill 
abide, quietly within us. We do every day tru- 
ly confeſſe the ſame ſinnes, and pray againſt 
them, and yet ſtill commit them as much as ever, 
and lie as deeply under the power of them. We 
have the ſame water to pump out in every pray- 
er, and ſtill we let the ſame, leake in again u- 
. pon 
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pon us. We make a great deal of noiſe, and raiſe 
a great deal of duſt with our feet; but we do nor 


move from off the ground on which we ſtood, 


we do not go forward at all: or if we do ſome- 
times make a little progreſſe, we quickly loſe 
again the ground which we had gained: like 


thoſe upper Planets in the Heaven, which (as the 
Aſtronomers tell us) ſometimes move forwards, 
ſometimes quite backwards, and ſometimes per- 


fectly ſtand ſtill; have their ſtations and retro. 
gradations, as well as their direct motions, As 


if religion were nothing elſe, but a dancing up 
and down, upon the ſame piece of ground and 


making ſeveral motions and friſkings on it; and 
not a ſober journeying, and travelling onwards 
toward ſome certain place.” We doe and undoe; 


we do Penelopes telam texere, we weave ſome- 
times a Web of holineſſe, but then we let our 


luſts come, and undoe, and unravell all again, 


Like S!yphus in the fable, we roll up a mighty 
ſtone with much ado, ſweating and tugging up 
the hill; and then we let it go, and tumble down 


again into the bottome: and this is our conſtant 


work, Like thoſe Danaides which the poets 
ſpeak of, we are always filling water into a ſive, 
by our Prayers, Duties, and performances; which 

fill runs out as faſt as we poure it in. What is it 


that thus cheats us and gulls us of our religion ? 
That makes us, thus conſtantly to tread the 
ſame ring, and circle of duties, where we make 


no progreſſe afall forwards; and the further we 


go, are ſtill never the nearer to our journeys 


end? What is it that thus ſtarves our religion; 
and makes it look like thoſe ine in Pharaoh's 
dream, favoured and lean fleſhed; that it hath 


no 


ver continue miſerable? 
man decerye you: he that doth righteouſneſſe, is 
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no colour in its face, no bloud in its veins, no 
life nor heat at all, in its members? Whatis it 
that doth thus bedwarfe us in our chriſtianity ? 


What low, fordid, and unworthy principles do 


we act by, that thus hinder our growth, and 


make us ſtand at a ſtay, and keep us always in 
the very porch and entrance, where we firſt be- 


gan? Is it a ſleepy, ſluggiſh conceit, that it 


is enough for us, if we be but once in a ſtate of | 
grace, if we have but once ſtepped over the |} 


threſhold, we need not take ſo great paines to 


travell any further? Or is it another damping, 


choaking, ſtifling Opinion, that Chriſt hath done 


all for us already without us, and nothing need 


more to be done within us? No matter, how 


wicked we be in ourſelves, for we have holt- 
 _nefle without us; no matter, how ſickly and diſ- 
_ eaſed our ſouls be within, for they have health 
vit bout them. Why may we not as well be ſa- 
tisfied, and contented, to have happineſſe with- 


out us too to al RUE, and {o ourſelves fore- 
' LCitthe children, let no 


righteous, even as he is righteons : but he that 


committeth ſinne is of the devil, I ſhall therefore 
_ exhort you in the wholeſome words of S. Peter; 
Give all diligence, to add to your faith, vertue; 


and to vertue, knowledge ; to knowledge, tem. 


| perance ; and to temperance, patience ; to patt- 


ence, godineſs ; and to godlneſe, brotherl 


 kindnefſe; and to brotherly kindneſſe, charity; 
For if theſe things be in you, and abound, they 
mate you that ye ſhall neither be barren, nor un- 
 frunful in the knowledge of our Lord Feſus 
_ Chrift The Apoſile ſtill goes on, and I cannot 


leave 


„ . 
leave him yet; But he that Iacketh theſe things 
is blind, and cannot ſee far off, and hath forgot- 


ten that he was once purged from his old ſins. 


FH herefore the rather brethren, give diligence 


to make your calling and election ſure: for if ye 
- do theſe things, ye ſhall never fall. Let us not 


only talk and diſpute of Chriſt, but let us indecd 


put on the Lord Feſus Chriſt, Having thoſe 
great and precious promiſes, which he hath gi- 
ven us, let us ſtrive to be made partakers of the 
divine nature, eſcaping the corruption that is in 


the world through luſt : and being begotten again 
to a lively, hope of enjoying Chriſt hereafter, let 


1 purify ourſelves as he is pure. Let us really 
declare, that we know Chriſt, that we are his 
diſciples, by our keeping of his commandments : 
and amongſt the reft, that commandment eſpeci- 
ally which our Saviour Chriſt himſelf commen- 


deth to his Diſciples in a peculiar manner; T his 


is my commandment, that ye love one another, 
as have loved you: and again; theſe things I 


command you, that you love one another, Let 


1 follow peace with all men, and holineſſe, with- 
cout which, no man ſhall ſee God, Let us put on 
as the Elect of God, holy, and beloved, bowels 
of mercies, kindneſſe, humbleneſs of mind, meek- 
_ neſſe, long ſuffering, forbearing one another, and 
forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel 
againſt any, even as Chriſt forgave us: And above 
all theſe things let us put on charity, which is the 
bond of perfectneſſe. Let us in meekneſſe, inſtruct 
thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, if God peradventure 
ill give themrepentance,to the acknowledging of 
the truth, that they may recover themſelves out of 
the ſnares of the devil, * are taken captive by 

im 
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him at his vill. Beloved, let us love another, 
or loye is of God, and whoſoever loyeth, is born 
of God and knoweth God. O divine love! the 
| ſweet harmony of ſouls! the muſick of Angels! 
the joy of Gods own heart, the very darling of 
his boſome! the ſource of true happineſſe ! the 
pure quinteſſence of heaven! that which recon- 
ciles the jarring principles of the world, and 
makes them all chime together! that which 
_ melts mens hearts into one another! ſee how St. 
Faul deſcribes it, and it cannot chuſe but ena- 
mour your affections towards it: Love envieth 
not, it is not puffed up, it doth not behave utſelf 
 wnſeemly, ſeeketh not her own, is not eaſily pro- 
voled, thinketh no evil, rejoiceth not in imquity ; 
beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth 
all things, endureth all things: I may add in a 
word, it is the beſt natur'd thing, the beſt com- 
plexioned thing, in the world. Let us expreſſe 
this ſweet harmonious affection, in theſe jarring 
times: that ſo if it be poſſible, we may tune the 
world atlaſt, into better muſicx. | Eſpecially, in 
matters of religion, let us ſtrive with all meek- 
neſſe to inſtruct and convince one another. Let 
us endeayour to promote the goſpel of peace, the 
dove-like goſpel with a dove-hike ſpirit, This 
was the way by which the goſpel at firſt was 
propagated in the world: Chriſt did not cry, nor 
hift up his voice in the ſtreets, a bruiſed reed be 
did not break, and the ſmoaking flax he did not 
quench, and yet he brought forth judgment imnta 
victory. He whiſpered the goſpel to us from 
mount Son, in a fill voice, and yet the found 
thereof went out quickly throughout all the earth. 
The goſpel at firſt came down upon the world 
7 IE gently 
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T7 and ſoftly, like the dew upon Oideons 


eece, and yet it quickly ſoaked quite through 
it: and doubtleſſe this is ſtill the moſt effectual 


way to promote it further. Sweetneſſe, and in- 
genuity, will more powerfully command mens 
minds, then paſſion, ſourneſſe, and ſeverity: as 


the ſoft pillow ſooner breakes the flint, then the 


hardeſt marble. Let us «>1bwey t G follow ; 
truth in love: and of the two indeed, be content- 
ed rather, to miſſe of the conveying of a ſpecu- 
lative truth, then to part with love. When 
ve would convince men of any error by the 
ſtrength of truth, let us withall poure the ſweet 
balme of love upon their heads. Truth and 
toye, are two the moſt powerful things in the 
world, and when they both go together, they 
cannot eaſily be withſtood. The golden beams 


of truth, and the ſilken cords of love, twiſted 


together, will draw men on with a ſweet vio- 
| tence, whether they will or no, Let us take 


heed we do not ſometimes call that zeal for God, 


and his goſpel, which is nothing elſe, but our 
own tempeſtuous and ſtormy paſſion, True zeal 
is a ſweet, heavenly and gentle flame, which 


maketh us active for God, but always within 


the ſphear of love. It never calls for fire from 
| heaven, to conſume thoſe that differ a little from 
us in their apprehenſions. It is like that kind of 
lightning, (which the philoſophers ſpeak of) that 
melts the ſword within, but ſingeth not the ſcab- 


bard: it ſtrives to ſave the ſoul but hurteth not 


the body. True zeal is a loving thing, and 
makes us always active to ediſication, and not to 
deſtruction. If we Keep the fire of zeal within 
the chimny, in its own proper place, it never 
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dotk any hurt; it onely warmeth, quickeneth, 
and enliveneth us: but if once we let it break 
out, and catch hold of the thatch of our fleſn, 


and kindle our corrupt nature, and ſet the houſe 


of our body on fire, it is no longer zeal, itis no 


| heavenly fire, it is a moſt deſtructive and devour- 
ing thing. True zeal is an ignis lambens, a ſoft 
and gentle flame, that will not ſcorch ones hand; _ 
it is no predatory or voracious thing: but carnal 
and fleſhly zeal, is like the ſpirit of Gunpowder 
let on fire, that tears and blows up all that ſtands 


before it, True zeal is like the vitall heat in us, 


that we live upon, which we never feel to be 
angry or troubleſome; but tho? it gently feed u- 
pon the radical] oyl within us, that ſweet balſame 


of our naturall moiſture ; yet it lives lovingly 
with it, and maintains that by which it 1s fed: 


but that other furious and diſtempered zeal, is 
nothing but a feaver in the ſoul, To conclude, 
we may learn what kind of zeal it 1s, that we 
ſhould make uſe of in promoting the goſpel, by 
an emblem of Gods own, given us in the ſcrip- 
ture, thoſe fery tongues that upon the day of 
| Pentecoſt, late upon the Apoſtles; which ſure 
were harmleſſe flames, for we cannot reade that 
they did any hurt, or that they did ſo much as 
ſinge an hajre of their heads. I will therefore 
mut up this, with that of the Apoſtle : let us keep 
the unity of the ſpirit in the bond of peace. Let 


this ſoft and ſilken knot of love tie our hearts to- 


gether ; though our heads and apprehenſions can- 
not meet, as indeed they never will, but always 
ſtand at ſome diſtance off from one another. Our 


zeal if it be heavenly, if it be true veſtall fire 
Kindled from above, it will not delight to ber 
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here below, burning up ſtraw and ſtubble, and 
ſuch combuſtible things, and ſending up nothing 


but groſſe earthy fumes to heaven; but it will 
riſe up, and return back, pure as it came down, 
and will be ever ſtriving to carry up mens hearts 


to God along with it, It will be onely occupi- 


ed, about the promoting of thoſe things, which | 


are unqueſtionably good; and when it moves in 
the iraſcible way, it will quarrel with nothing 


but inne. Here let our zeal buſie and exerciſe 
it ſelf, every one of us beginning firſt at our own 
hearts, Let us be more zealous than ever 
we have yet been, in fighting againſt our luſts, 
in pulling down thoſe ſtrong holds of ſinne and Sa- 
tan in our hearts, Here let us exerciſe all our 
Courage and reſolution, our manhood and mag- 
nanimitie. Let us truſt in the Almighty Arme 
of our God, and doubt not, but he will as well 


deliver us, from the power of /inne in our hearts, 


as preſerve us from the wrath to come. Let us 


go out againſt theſe uncircumciſed Philiſtines, 


I mean our luſts, not with ſhield or ſpear, not in 
any confidence of our own ſtrength, but in the 


name of the Lord of Hoſts, and we ſhall prevail: 
we ſhall overcome our luſts, for greater is he 


that is in us, then he that is in them, The e- 
ternall God is our refuge, and underneath are 
the everlaſting arms: he ſhall thruſt out theſe e- 
nemies from before us, and he ſhall ſay, deſtroy 


them. We ſhall enter the true Canaan, the 


good land of promiſe, that floweth with milk 
and honey, the land of truth and holineſſe. 
Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of 
Cod, that you may be able to withſtand : let your 
loines be girt about with truth ; have on the 
TW 9 8 : | breaſt- 
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breaſtplate of righteouſneſſe ; and let your feet 
be ſhod with the preparation of the goſpel of 
peace. Aboye all take the ſhield of faith, where- 
by you ſhall be able to quench all the fiery darts 
of the wicked, and take the helmet of ſalvation, 
and the ſword of the ſpirit, which is the word of 
God. And laſtly, be ſure of this, that ye be 
ſtrong onely in the Lord, and in the power of his 
might. There be ſome that diſhearten us in this 
ſpiritual warefare, and would make us let our 
weapons fall out of our hands, by working in us 
a a deſpair of victory. There be fome evil ſpres, 
that weaken the hands and the hearts of the chil- 
 drenof Iſrael: and bring an ill report upon that land 
that we are to conquer, telling of nothing but 
ſtrange Gyants, the ſonnes of Anak there, that we 
ſhall never be able to overcome. The Amalek- 
ztes, (fay they) dwell in the ſouth, the Hittites, 
Febuſites, Amorites in the mountains, and the 


Canaanites by the ſea-Cooſt : huge armies of tall 


invincible luſts: we ſhall never be able to go a- 
 gamſt this people, we ſhall never be able to pre- 
vall againſt our Corruptions. Hearken not unto 
them (I beſeech you) but hear what Caleb and 
Foſhna ſay ; let us go up at once, and poſſeſſe it, 
for we are able to overcome them: not by our 
own ftrength, but by the power of the Lord 
of hoſts. There are indeed ſonnes of Anat there, 
there are mighty gyamthhe luſts, that we are to 
grapple with; nay there are Principalities, and 
Powers too, that we are to oppoſe: but the 


great Michael, the captain of the Lords boſt is | 


with us; he commands in chief for us, and we 
need not be diſmayed. Underſtand therefore this 
day, that the Lord thy God is be, which goeth 

IE before 
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before thee, ada conſuming fire, he ſhall deſtroy 
theſe enemies, and bring them down before thy 
face. If thou will be Huhu to him, and put 
thy truſt in him; as the fire conſumeth the ſtubble, 
and as the flame burneth up the Chaff, fo will 
he deſtroy thy Luſts in thee: their root ſhall be 
rottenneſſe, and their bloſſome ſhall go up as duſt, 
But let us take heed that we be not diſcouraged, 
and before we begin to fight, deſpair of victory: 
but to believe and hope well in the power of our 
God and his ſtrength, will be half a conqueſt, 
Let us not think, holineſſe in the hearts of men 
here in the world is a forlorn, forſaken, and out- 
caſt thing from God; that he hath no regard of. 
\Holineſle where-ever it is, though never ſo ſmall, 
if it be but hearty and fincere, it can no more be 
cut off, and diſcontinued from God; then a ſun- 
Beam here upon earth can be broken off, from its 
intercourſe with the ſun, and be left alone a- 
midſt the mire and dirt of this world The ſun 
may as well diſcard its own Rays, and baniſh 
them from it ſelf, into ſome. region of darkneſſe, 
far remote from it, where they ſhall have no de- 
pendence at all upon it; as God can forſake and 
| abandon holineſſe in the World, and leave it a 
poore Orphane thing, that ſhall have no influ- 
ence at all from him to preſerve and keep it. — 
„FHolineſſe is ſomething of God, where-ever it is; 3 
it is an efflux from him, that always hangs upon - 
him, and lives in him: as the ſun beams though | 
they guild this lower world, and ſpread their : 1 
golden wings over us; yet they are not ſo much = 
here, where they ſhine, as in the ſun, from 1 
whence they flow. {God cannot draw a curtain i 
betwixt himſelf and holineſſe, which is W 5 1 
| | | Ky _ puta 
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but the ſplendor and ſbining of himſelf: he can- 


not hide his face from it, he cannot deſert it, in 


the world. He that is once born of God, ſpal! 


overcome the world, and the prince of this world 
too, by the power of God in him. Holineſſe is 
no ſolitary neglected thing; it hath ſtronger con- 
federacies, greater alliances then ſinne and wic- 
kedneſſe. It is in league with God, and the 
whole Univerſe; the whole creation ſmiles u- 


pon it: there is ſomething of God in it, and 


therefore it muſt needs be, a victorious and tri- 


umphant thing. Wickedneſſe is a weak, cow- 
ardly, and guilty thing, a fearfull and trem- 


bling ſhadow. It is the child of ignorance and 5 


darkneſſe; it is afraid of light, and cannot poſ- 


ſibly, withſtand the power of it, nor endure ibe 


| fight of its glittering armour. It is alltanced to 
none, but wretched, forlorn and apoſtate ſpirits, 


that do what they can, to ſupport their own weak 


and tottering kingdome of darkneſſe: but are only 
ſtrong, in weakneſſe and impotency. The whole 
politie and commonwealth of devils, is not ſo 
| powerfull, as one child of hght, one babe in 
_ Chriſt : they are not all able to quench the leaſt 
ſmoaking flax, to extinguiſh one ſpark of grace. 


| Darkneſle is not able to make reſiſtance againſt | 


light, but ever as it comes, flies before it. But 
if wickedneſſe, invite the ſociety of devils to it, 
(as we learn by the ſad experience of theſe pre- 


ſent times, in many examples of thoſe that were 


poſſeſſed with malice, revengefulneſſe, and luſt) 
ſo that thoſe curſed fiends do moſt readily apply 
| themſelves to it, and offer their ſervice to feed 
it and encourage it; becauſe it is their own life 
and nature, their own kingdome of darkneſſe, 
1 Which 


1 
which they ſtrive to enlarge, and to ſpread me - 
dominions of: ſhall we then think that holineſſe, | i 
which is ſo nearly allied unto God, hath no good —— 
genius at all in the world, to attend upon it, to 1 
help it and encourage it? Shall not the king- 
dome of light, be as true to its own intereſt, 
and as vigilant for the enlarging of itſelf, as the 
kingdom of darknefſe * Holincſle is never alone 
inthe world, but God is always with it, and his 
loving ſpirit, doth ever aſſociate, and join it ſelf 
to it He that ſent it into the world, is with it, 
as Chriſt ſpeaketh of himſelf, the f uher hath not 
left me alone, becauſe I do always thoſe things 
that pleaſe him, Holineſſe is the life of God, 
which he cannot but feed and maintain whereſo- 
ever it is; and as the devils are always active 
to encourage evil, ſo we cannot imagine, but 
that the heavenly hoſt of bleſſed Angels above, 
are as buſily employed, in the promoting of that 
which they love beſt, that which is deareſt to 
God whom they ſerve, the liſe and nature of 
God. There is joy in heaven at the converſion 
one ſinner, heaven takes notice of it; there is 
>: © quire of Angels that ſweetly ſings the epithala- 
mium of a ſoul divorced from ſinne and Satan, 
and eſpouſed unto Chriſt. What therefore the 
wiſeman ſpeaks concerning wiſdom, I ſhall ap- 
ply to holineſſe : take faſt hold of holineſſe, let her 
not go, keep her for ſhe is thy life: keep thy heart 
with all diligence for out of it are the iſſues of life, 
and of death too. Let nothing be eſteemed, of 
greater conſequence and concernment to thee, 
then what thou doeſt and atteſt, how thou liveſt, \ 
Nothing without us can make us either happy, 
K miſerable; nothing : can either 45, or hurt 
Z us, 
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us, but what goeth out from us, what ſpringeth 

and bubbleth up, out of our own hearts) We 

have dreadfull apprehenſions of the flames of 

hell without us; we tremble and are afraid, when 
we hear of fire and brimſtone, whilſt in the mean 
time, we ſecurely nouriſh within our own hearts, 
a true and living hell, 

Et ceco carpimur igni: 5 
the dark fire of our luſts, conſumeth our bowels 
within, and miſerably ſcorcheth our ſouls, and 

we are not troubled at it. We do not perceive, 
how hell ſteals upon us, whileſt we live here, 

And as for heaven, we only gaze abroad, ex- 
pecting that it ſhould come in to us from without, 
but never look for the beginnings of it to ariſe 

within, in our own hearts. - 

But leſt there ſhould yet happely re remain any 

5 prejudice againſt that, which I have all this 
while heartily commended to you; true Holi- 
ne ſſe, and the keeping of Chriſts commandments ; 

as if it were a legall and ſervile thing, that would 

ſubject us to a ſtate of bondage, I mult here 
needs add a word or two, either for the preven- 
tion or removall of it. 1 do not therefore mean, 

by holinefſe, the mere performance of outward du- 
ties of religion, coldly acted over as a taſk, not 
our habitual prayings, hearings, faſtings, mul- 
tiplied one upon another (though theſe be all 

good, as ſubſervient to an higher end) but 1 

mean an inward ſoul and principle of divine life, 

that ſpiriteth all theſe; that enliveneth and quick- 
eneth, the dead carcafle, of all our outward 

5 performances whatſoever, I do not here urge, 

the dead law of outward works, which indeed 

if jr be alone, ſubjects us to a fate of 8 ; 


but 


1 


BY the 1rward law of the goſpel; the law of the 


' ſpirit of life, then which nothing can be more 


free and ingenuous: for it doth not act us by 
principles without us, but is an inward ſe/f110v- 
ing principle, living i in our hearts. I do not 
urge the law written upon tables of tone without 
us (though there is ſtill a good uſe of that too) 


but the law of holineſſe written within, upon the 


eſbly tables of our hearts, The firſt, though it 
work us into ſome outward conformity to Gods 
commandments, and fo hath a good effect upon 
the world; yet we are all this while, but like 
dead inſtruments of muſick, that ſound ſweetly 
and harmoniouſly, when they are only ſtruck, 
and played upon from without, by the muſicians 
hand, who hath the theor y ad law of muſick, 
living within himſelf, But the ſecond, the 7% 
ing law of the goſpel, the law of the ſpirit of lite 
Within us, is as if the ſor] of nnfich, ſhould in- 
corporate it {elf with the inſtrument, and live! in 
the ſtrings, and make them of their own accord, 
without any touch, or impulſe from without, 


dance up and down, and warble out their r 


nies. They that are acted only by an outward 
law, are but like Neuroſpaſts; or thoſe little pup- 
pets that ſkip nimbly up and down, and fcem to 
be full of quick and ſprightly motion, whereas 
they are all the while moved artific: ally by cer- 
tain wiers and ſtrings from without, and not by 
any principle of motion, ſrom themſclves within: 
or elle, like clocks and watches, that go pretty 
regularly for a while, but are moved by weights 
and plummets, or ſome other artificia}l ſprings, 


that muſt be ever now and then wound up, or 


elſe they ceaſe, But they that are aëted by the 


1 new 


— 
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new law of the goſpel, by the lau of the ſpirit, 
they have an inward principle of life in them, 
that from the centre of itſelf, puts forth it ſelf 
freely and conſtantly into all obedience to the 
will of Chriſt, This new law of the Goſpel, it 
is a kind of muſical ſoul, informing the dead or- 
gan of our hearts, that makes them of their own 
accord delight to act harmoniouſly according to 
the rule of Gods word. The law that I ſpeak 
of, it is a /aw of oye, which is the moſt power- 


full law in the world; and yet it freeth us in a 
maanner from all law without us, becauſe it mak- 
eth us become a law unto our ſelves. The 

more it prevaileth in us, the more it eateth up 
and devoureth, all other laws without us; juſt 
as Aarons living rod, did ſwallow up thoſe rods _ 


of the magicians, that were made onely to coun- 
eB + TH ern 

| Ours legem det amantibus? 
Major lex amor eſt ſibi. 


Love is at once a freedome from all law, a ſtate 
of pureſt liberty, and yet a law too, of the moſt _ 


_ conſtraining and indiſpenſable neceſſity. The 


worſt Jaw in the world, is the law of ſinne, 5 


which is in our members ; which keeps us in a 


condition of moſt abſolute ſlavery, when we are 


wholly under the tyrannicall commands of our 


luſts: this is a cruell Pharaoh indeed, that ſets his 
hard taſk-maſters over us, and maketh us wretch-, 


edly drudge in mire and clay. The law of the 


letter without us, ſets us in a condition of a little 
more liberty, by reſtraining of us from many 
outward acts of ſinne; but yet it doth not diſen- 


thrall us, from the power of ſinne in our hearts. 


But the /aw of the ſpirit of life, the goſpel-law of 
i e ove, 


8) 


loye, it puts us into a condition of moſt pure and 


perfect liberty ; and whoſoever really entertains 


| this law, he hath thruſt out Hagar quite, he hath 


caſt out the bond woman and her children; from 


henceforth, Sarah the free woman ſhall live for 
ever with him, and ſhe ſhall be to him, a mother 
of many children; her ſeed ſhall be as the ſand 
of the ſea ſhoar for number, and as the ſtarres 
of heaven. Here is evangelicall liberty, here 
is goſpel freedome, when the law of the ſpirin 
of life in Chriſt Feſus, hath made us free, from 
the law of ſinne and death: when we have a li- 
| berty from ſinne, and not a liberty to finne: for 
our dear Lord and maſter hath told us, that who- 
ſoever comitteth ſinne, he 1s the ſervant of it. 
He that lies under the power, and vaſſallage 
of his baſe luſts, and yet talkes of goſpel-free- 
dom; he is but like a poor condemned priſoner, 
that in his ſleep dreams of being ſet at liberty, 
and of walking up and down whereſoever he plea- 
| ſeth; whilſt his legs are all the while lockꝰt faſt in 
fetters and irons. To pleaſe our ſelves with a 
notion of goſpel-liberty, whileſt we have not a 


goſpel principle of holineſſe within us, to free us 


from the power of ſinne, it is nothing elſe, but 
to guild over our bonds and fetters, and to phan- 
cie our ſelves to be in a golden cage. There is 
a ſtraitneſſe, ſlavery, and narrowneſle in all ſinne: 
ſinne crowds and crumples up our ſouls, which 


if they were freely ſpread abroad, would be as 


wide, and as large as the whole univerſe. NO 


man is truly free, but he that hath his ill en- 


larged to the extent of Gods own will, by lov- 
ing whatſoever God loves, and nothing elſe. 
Such a one doth not fondly hug this and that par- 
. F ticular 


1M} 

ticular created good thing, and envaſſall himſelf 
unto it, but he loveth every thing that is lovely 

beginning at God, and deſcending down to all 

his creatures, according to the ſeverall degrees 

ol perfection in them. He enjoyes a boundleſſe li- 

berty, & a boundleſſe ſweetneſſe, according to his 


doundleſſe love. He inclaſpeth the whole world 


within his outſtretched arms, his ſoul is as wide 
as the whole univerſe, as big as yeſterday, to day, 
and for ever M hoſoe ver is once aquainted with 
this diſpoſition of ſpirit, he never deſires any thing 
elſe: and he loves the hfe of Godin himſelf, dearer 
then his own life. To conclude this therefore; 
If we love Chriſt, and keep his commandments, 
bis commandments will not be grievous to us: his 
yoke will be eaſie, and his burden light: it will 
not put us into a ſtate of bondage, but of perfect 
| liberty, 125 it 18 moſt true of evangelicall obed i- 
ence, What the wile man ſpeaketh of wiſdome; 
ber ways, are ways of pleaſanineſſe, and all ber 
paths are peace; ſhe is a tree of hfe to thoſe 
that lay hold upon * and happy are 6 all they that 


retain ber. 


Iwill now ſhut up all wich one or two conſi- 
derations to perſwade you further, to the keep- 
ing of Chriſts commandments. 

Ft, fromthe deſire which we all have of know: 
edge; if we would indeed know divine truths, 
the only way to come to this, is by fecping of 
Chriſts commandments. The groſſeneſfe of our 
apprehenſions in ſpiritual things, and our many 
miſtakes, that we have about them, proceed 
from nothing, but thoſe dull and foggy ſtems, 
which riſe up from our foul hearts and becloud 
our underſtandings. * we did but heartily com 


* 
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Co 1 
ply with Chriſts commandments, and purge our 
hearts, from all groſſe and ſenſual affections, we 


ſhould not then look about for truth wholly with- 
out our ſelves, and enflave our ſelves to the dic- 
| rates of this and that teacher, and hang upon the 


of men ; but we ſhould: find the great eternal 


God inwardly teaching our ſouls, and continu- 
ally inſtructing us more and more, in the myſte- 
ries of his will: and owt of our bellies ſhould flow 
_ rivers of living waters, Nothing puts a ſtop and 

| hinderance to the paſſage of truth in the world, 
but the carnality of our hearts, the corruption of 
our lives. * Tis not wrangling diſputes and ſyl- 
logiſticall reaſonings, that are the mighty pillars, 
that underproop truth inthe world; if we would 
but underfet it with the holineſſe of our hearts 


and lives, it ſhould never fail. Truth is a pre- 


valling and conquering thing, and would quick- 
ly overcome the world, did not the earthineſſe 


of our diſpoſitions, and the darkneſſe of our falſe 


| hearts hinder it, Our ſaviour Chriſt, bids the 
blind man, waſh off the clay that was upon his 

eyes, in the pool of filoam, and then he ſhould 
ſee clearly; intimating this to us, that it is the 
_  earthineſſe of mens affections, that darkens the 
eye of their underſtandings in ſpiritual things. 
Truth is always ready, and near at hand, if our 
eyes were not cloſed up with mud, that we 
could but open them, to look upon it: ruth, 
always waits upon our fouls, and offers it elf free. 


ly to us, as the ſun offers its beams, to every eye, 


that will but open, and let them ſhine in upon it. 
If we could but purge our hearts, from that 
filth, and defilement, which hangeth about them, 


there. 
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majeſty of all ages. 


FL, 
| there would be no doubt at all of truths prevail |; 
ing in the world For, truth is great, aih;ſtrong- 
er then all things : all the earth calleth 1 truth, 
and the heaven bleſſeth it, all works ſhake and 
tremble at it. ' The truth endureth, and is al. 


ways ſtrong, it liveth and conquereth for ever- 


more. She is the ſtre 75 kingdome, power ani 
lefſed be the God of truth.. 
Laſt of all, if we 40%. re a true reformation, as 


ve ſeem to do; let us begin here in reforming 
our hearts and lives; in keeping of Chriſts com- 
 mandments. All outward orms and models of 
| reformation, tho” the oY be never ſo good in their 
kind; yet they are of li 

this inward reformation of the heart, Tinne, or 


ttle worth to us, without 


Lead, or any other bifer metal, if it be caſt 1 into 


never ſo good a mold, and. made up into never 
lo elegant a figure; yet it is but tin, or lead ſtill, 
it is the ſame metal that it was before. nd if X 
we be molded into never ſo. good a form of out- 
Ward government, Junleſſe we new - mold our 
hearts within too; we are but a little better, then 
we were before. If adulterate ſilver, that hath 5 
much allay or Fad oy in it, have never ſo current 
a ſtamp put upon it, yet it will not paſſe notwith⸗ 
ſtanding, when the touch. ſtone trieth it; We muſt 


be reformed within, with a W; pirit of fire, and a ſpi. 


rit of hut ning, to purge. us en the droſſe, and 
corruption of our hearts; Fi refine us as geld 
and filver;; and then we ſhall | 
and not before. When this once comes to paſſe, 
then ſhall Chriſt, be ſet 05 his. throne indeed, 
then the glory of, the Lord ſpull overfloru the . 15 
and,; then we ſhall be a people. acceptable unt 
him, and as mount Sion, which he * loved. 25 


be reformed truly, 
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